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From the EDITOR 

A Time for Action 
THE success ,Of Table Tennis, whether national or local, substantially 

depends on the decisions and activities taken during the· summer 
weeks. This truism, which becomes annually more self-evident, 

is still not realised by the great majority and because of it, a deal of 
trouble, dissatisfactions, and a lack of progress results. 

RIGHT NOW (before the season is finished), is the time to go into action 
and elect the folks who will have the responsibility of planning and arranging 
for next season. NOW is the time, and NOT the end of the summer, and 
the officials elected should have an authority for positive action. The National 
Executive- and p'rog'f'essive local organisations do this already, but many are 
out of step. The result is that information is not available for the Official 
Handbook, the best dates for halls cannot be reserved, fixture dates for 
important occasions cannot be arranged, leagues forget to enter the Wilmott 
Cup or J. M. Rose Bowl in time, etc., and officials spend the rest of their 
season in a harassed and hectic chaos. 

** * 
With the Silver Jubilee and the inSpIrIng saga of those "25 Wonderful 

Years" behind us let us all be alive to the golden chances of our new era. 
We have paid tribute to our founding fathers and a memorial to the greatest 
of them-We J. (BILL) POPE-whos~ place in our memory and affection 
will be ever green. 

Our founders knew not the word " Impossible " . Unsustained by encourage­
ment or resources they achieved success by their vigorous boldness. Let us­
let all England-show that we too can match their spirit with our own. Let 
us unite in answering the appeal on page 3 with such force and faith and 
vigour that no club is absent from the list. Let us show England and the World 
that Table Tennis can still point the way to sporting achievement. THIS 
CANNOT WAIT. Your guarantee must come within 4 weeks. 

* * *
 
And what else to work for in the times to come? Our personal ideas are 

manifold. To see:- every county have a county association; every League 
entering the Wilmott 'Cup and Rose Bowl Competitions; increasing numbers 
of T.T. headquarters and better playing facilities for matches and tournaments; 
England win the Swaythling Cup; a National Coaching Scheme integrated 
with every league and county in the country; the Universities acknowledge T.T. 
with full Blue status; every affiliated member subscribing to this magazirie. 
Above all, the' remembrance that T.T. is a Sport; that the game is always 
greater than any individual and that it is the majority (and not individuals) 
who make the game. 

LESLIE, s. WOOLLARD~ 
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addressed direct to THE EDITO'R: 

LESLffi S. WOOLLARD;" 
12, Campbell Road t Bedford t 

and be posted as Early as Possible. 

* * * 
Circulation and Advertising Manager : 

G. R. HARROWER, _ 
68t qlouceste-; Rd., -New -Barne;t, flert~.; 

* * * 
The Eng) ish Table Tennis Association 
(Administrative Secretary: Mrs. K. 
PEGG), 214, G ran d Buildings, 
Trafalgar Square, London, \V.C.2. 

* * * 
Subscription Rates:
 

5/6d. per year (9 issues) post free, or
 
7id. per single copy, post free.
 

* * * 
All contributions appearing with the 

name of the writer are the personal 
opinions of that writer and are not 
necessarily those of the Association. 

* * * 
WELSH EDITION 

All enquiries for the Welsh Edition 
of Table Tennis, which incorporates 
all the latest news of Welsh activities 
in addition, should be sent direct to 
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The- ONLY WAY to be SURE 
This is the last issue of 

Tabie Tennis until' September 
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your copy on publication dat~ 

by sending 5/6d. to Hendon 

~rinting Works, Victoria Road, 

Hendon, right away. o. ...............~ 



SEVERAL letters and articles of 
recent months have called for 
more glamour in Table Tennis 

I had not thought a lot about this un­
til I saw the glamorous creation in 
which one young lady played during 
the early rounds of the English cham­
pionships. The playsuit was of regu­
lation colour and gave freedom of 
movement but it was just NOT the 
thing for the game. On the beach, 
perhaps, but for Table Tennis, "No, 
no, a C thousand times NO '." 

There is wide scope within the regu­
lations governing dress for ladies for 
some very attractive outfits without 
"beginning the bikini" in the game 
. . .. (For the record the young 
lady was NOT Sharon Koenhke.) 

* * * 
JEAN WINN had my sympathy in 

her game against Watel as these two 
girls played on the table adjoining the 
Craigie/Venner - Barna/Bergmann 
match. Due to the arrangement of 
the tables and screens, spectators en­
croached on the playing area of Jean's 
table and the unlpire was forced to 
speak strongly to these people. It is 
difficult to arrange games so that 
spectators can see all that is going on 
at any particular time but if 8 tables 

LET'S & EDGES·
 
called by 

By GEOFF COULTHREAD 

only wet:e to be used in the WeITlbley 
restaurant, with a low back screen on 
tables 5-8 and chairs were put all 
the way round the room, a better view 
would have been possible and inter­
ference to other games would have 
been greatly reduced. 

* * *
 
BETTY BLACKBOURNE, look­

ing the same as ever, despite moving 
from Reading to Guildford during the 
time of the championships, could not 
resist coming up for Friday's play, 
though q~t actively engaged in the 
events. Hope that this means that the 
fair Elizabeth will take part in a lot 
of Table Tennis next season and that 
she will grace many a finals night with 
her presence. 

* * *
RON CRAYDEN won the three 
events in the Wandsworth "Closed" 

on April 5th, but as it was in the 
middle of moving house to a new flat 
at Clapham, it shows how little spare 
time players have for their private 
lives during the season. Ron was be­
wailing the fact that he had not yet 
got power for his radiogram and he 
could not play his swing records. 

* * * 
Odd how many of the pre-war players 

entered this year's "English". One 
familiar face of pre-war days was 
BERT BRIDGE who used also to 
play centre-half for Wimbledon F.C. 
back in the days of "Doc" Dowden, 
Leslie Smith and Howard Barnes 
(Pinkie's brother and also a player 
in the old Wimbledon club days). 

* * *
 
Thanks, JILL ROOK, for winning 

the Junior Girls' event. In my write­
up of the West Middlesex I stated that 
I did not expect to see the English 
title for this event go abroad and my 
fellow Wimbledonian did the right 
thing by winning, thus saving me a 
VERY red face. 

Geoff Coulthread 

Introducing a different bat • • • 

IN THE HAND OF 

Adele Wood 
this bat, designed by her and bearing 
her name is taking her higher and 
higher among the Internationals. 

W·ith it IN YOUR HAND 
you may not become an International but 
you certainly will improve your play. 

OBTAINABLE FROM THE BEST RETAILERS AT 8s.6d. EACH 

J. ROSE &. SON LTD.
 
269/270 ARGYLL AVENUE, TRADING ESTATE, SLOUGH, BUCKS 

TBLBPHONE: :SLOUGH 20420 
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England's Call to
 

CLUI3
 
The National Executive cannot answer, the A.G.M. cannot answer, Counties and Leagues cannot answer,
 

ONLY the Clubs can answer-YOUR Club. All can do their bit
 

ONLY 4 WEEKS LEFT FOR ACTIO·N
 
Send a Copy of this F the. E.T.T.A. receives a Guara.ntee (similar. to 

that on the left) from each club IN THEI
NEXT SIX WEEKS, the 1954 World Cham­
pionships WILL be held in England. by JUNE 1ST 

To The HGn. Secretary,
 
English Table Tennis Association,
 
214, Grand Buildings,
 
Trafalgar Sq., London, W.C.2
 

WORLD CHAMPIONSHIPSt
 

ENGLAND t 1954
 

WE guarantee to raise a minimum 
of £1 by January 1st, 1954, for the 
above Fighting Fund. 

Club/Individoal* 

* Please write Name and Address 

BUT 
IF a number of clubs forget, leave it, or don't 
bother, the World Championships do NOT come 
here. It is not necessary to send the Cash now, but 
the Guarantee is URGENTLY REQUIRED. 
You have nearly 2 years to raise the £ 1; it is only a 
matter of coppers from club members. 

Don't let your Club or England down. Insist 
on something being done now. It may only be done 
if YOU do it. 

The £1 has been computed as an average per 
club. If i~ can be more, so much the better. 

Has YOUR club responded? 
COUNTIES CAN LEAGUES CAN 

help the cause by ensuring that the appeal is held by contacting clubs directly (particularly where 
not forgotten and themselves reminding leagues secretaries are known to be lax) and by aiming to 

and clubs in their official notices. get a 100/,0 response. In some cases it might be 
Any balance that may be surplus will be returned simpler for the League to take a collective responsi­

proportionately. bility for all their clubs. 

Extracts from the Appeal sent to A II Clubs 
" The game has grown so enormously that Championship saw its entire expenses taken ..... no ticket scheme can solve the 

the expense of the World Championships is over and defrayed by State backing to the problem. 'Ve shall have to have ticket 
now almost more than any independent and host Association. Another saw a guarantee sales and a fine response to them allyway­
unsubsidised sports organisation can possibly of £6,000 forthcoming from the municipality but the estimated loss is ABOVE the 
bear unaided. of the capital city in which the event was success of any possible ticket sales. How 

held. In another case-that of an Associa­ can we meet the deficit?When the Championships started, running tion granted the option for a date a ff'W If Table Tennis supporters throughout til('them meant hospitality to players of only years hence-the State is organising nation­ country want to, this can be done easily,half-a-dozen nations. Last time they were wide lotteries to help meet the deficit. BUT DO THRY WANT TO? If 4,000held at Wembley, more than twenty came. All this is impossible for us hf're in Eng­ clubs would raise £1 each the job couldThe International Federation now embraces land. Firstly, particular sports do not !ret be done. .Table Tennis Associations of more than fifty that kind of backing in our country; secondly, Obvionsly, such a sum would be a bkcountries, in all parts of the world. It the economic position of the nation does not one to vote or allot from club funds (ill ­might well be that the g-reat majority of make backing of this kind possible. eluding boys' clubs) just like that. Hiltthese would wish to send teams if the eVf'ut Careful investigation of the probable costs would it be difficult to. raise, say by one oris once more held in Eng-land. of running the event· here on its present scale two special handicaps, dances or whist d'tives. 
Recent World Championships have all 1'f'­ shows that the minimum deficit can bf' in directed to this purpose in ] 052 and 105:3­

ceived outside financial baeking. One recent the neighbourhood of .f: 4.000. tf'n shillings a Yf'ar? .. 

FIGHTING FUND FOR ENGLAND TO HAVE THE 

World Table Tennis Championships 1954
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Ladies accept Challenge 

BEDFORD LEAGUE have taken 
up the "Challenge to Ladies" 
made by N.E.C. member Miss 

LENA FERGUSON in the February 
Table Tennis, and think they have a 
feminine record it would be difficult 
to equal. 

Mrs. ETHEL ALDRIDGE has 
been Hon. Sec. since 1945, and Assist. 
County Sec. since 1950, has held the 
County W.S. twice, edits and dupli­
cates the league magazine and count­
less league notices, is a County Umpire 
and was a member of the Rose Bowl 
team (semi.:.finalists in the 1952 com­
petition). Mrs. BETTY CARTER is 
Hon. Magazine Sec., twice County 
(and current) W.S. champion and the 
backbone of the Rose Bowl team. 
Both of these are county team players. 
Mrs. EDITH PACEY is an impec­
cable Hon. Tournament Sec., and 
Mrs. STELLA KING is the Catering 
Sec., who has organised the catering 
for every county and inter - league 
match held in Bedford and tourna­
ments. Mrs. KATH COLLINGS is 
Assist. League Sec., a Rose Bowl team 
player, Ladies' Captain, Social 5ecre­
ta·ry and the mother of junior county 
player Heather Collings who recently 
remarked that when she's "old" she 
would be a league secretary! Both 
Mrs. Aldridge and Mrs. Collings um­
pired at the U.S.A. International 
match in 1950. Bedford have 8 
divisions. 

HOW FIT ARE YOU 1 

Tests were made recently in America 
on trained and untrained athletes. 
Each one had to press a bell push 
immediately a light flashed in front of 
them. In every single case the trained 
man's time was quicker than that of 
the untrained, proving that one's re­
actions to a sudden signal can be 
improved by training. HOW WELL 
THAT CAN BE APPLIED TO 
TABLE TENNIS! A successful 
player is surely the one who reacts 
quickest to the various strokes played by 
an opponent. In the Summer issue of 

TABLE 'fENNIS REVIEW 
READY "UNE 1st, PRICE 1/­

a Chartered Physiotherapist begins a 
series of articles on getting fit for 
table tennis. 
. In the same issue are many other 
articJes on varying topics and a gener­
ous supply of photographs, including 
some of the Japanese players. 

BOOK YOU ORDER NOW WITH
 
YOU R LOCAL N EWSAGENT
 

or send 1/- to
 

TABLE TENNIS RE,VIEW 
83, Bridge Street, Manches·ter 3 
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SPANISH PROGRESS 
THE Spanish T.T. has just pub­

lished the first number of its official 
magazine Tenis de Mesa, and Spain 
is taking an increasing interest in 
international play. For the first time, 
a representative Spanish team went 
out of the peninsula and played 
France at Toulouse on 19th March, 
losing 1-4. Belgium beat Spain a( 
Brussels 3-2, and Alberto Dueso 
(Spanish Champion) and Jose Ramon 
played in the'· French Jubilee TO\lrna-" 
ment in Paris. Dueso lost 3..2 to 
Roothoft; he was leading 13... 8 in the 
5th game, but changed his all-out 
attack and lost 21 .. 18. 

Onr old friend, Xavier Vila Sumoy. writes 
that the rates of exchange for Spain are 
extremely favourable and hopes that some 
British players will take advantage and spend 
their summer holidays out there, and has 
kindly offered to introduce to clubs, any 
players visiting Barcelona, the home of the 
famons Tivoli Club. 

14--YEAR OLD TOPS FOUR 
COUNTY PLAYERS 

THE Hull and East Riding League's new 
l\;T.R. champion is 14-year-old RON JACKSON 
(No.5 in the Young' People's Institute team), 

who won in a strong entry which included 
Hull·s 4 County players. He also reached 
the finals of the Y.S. and (with Bob Guild) 
the M.D. In the latter they should have 
beaten county players Eddie Beedle' and Mal­
colm Mackley when leading 20-13 in the 
fii;lal 'game, but over-keenness lost them the 
match at 21-23. Hull are proud of the 
new champion and are snre he will make 
headline news again. 

A. Abrahamson 

STAFFS. CLOSED
 
CHAMPIONSHIPS
 

Yarnfield, Stone, 12th ~pril 

.JEFF ,ROBBINS, 25-year-old Wolverhamp­
ton draughtsman, became the first M.S. 
champion of Staffordshire by defeating the 
hard-hitting Potteries player Phil BurchaU 
in the County Association·s first Closed 
Championships. Robbins defended with re­
le)1tless accuracy and flicked with lightning 
precision. Wolverhampton star JOYCE HAY 
WARD also had a fruitful day winning the 
W.S., the "r.D. (with M. 'Varner) and the 
X.D. (with V. Slimm). 

In 9 months, the Staffs. Association has 
worked wonders in consolidating the county's 
table tennis, and the 'standards of this 
tournament indicate that Staffs. will soon be 
holding its own with the best. 

R. Rutter 

KENT MEET SUSSEX JUNIORS 
22nd March 

SUSSEX, not yet in the Junior N.C.C.• 
played a friendly match with the Junior 
Champion county, resulting in a strongly con­
~ested loss 3-7. Considering the difference 
m experience this is most encouraging. 13­
year-old GEORGE GLADWISH (for Sussex) 
gave a promising performance. Although he 
can hardly see over the table, his game is 
almos~ identical to Charlie Seaman, and like 
CharlIe, he is also left-handed and attacks 
from the word .. go ". Again, like Seaman, 
he also has an array of trick services. 

L. M. Bromfield 

LAGOS M.S. CHAMPIONSHIPS 
Nigeri-a, 31st March 

Chinwllba bt. Igbore 17, 12. Ayanlaja bt. 
Olowo 19, -18, 19. 

CHINWUBA bt. Aranlaja 14, 12. 

SOME FINAL TABLES 

MIDLAND, TABLE TENNIS 
LEAGUE 

MEN'S DIVISION 

P. W. L. F. A. Pts. 
Coventry 8 7 1 '49 23 14 
Birmingham 8 6 2 48 24 12 
Nottingham 8 6 2 41 31 12 
Wolv~rhampton 8 5 3 42 30 10 
Leicester 8 4 4 43 29 8 
Worcester 8 3 5 30 42 6 
West Bromwich 8 2 6 23 49 4 
Cheltenham 8 1 7 25,47 2 
Hereford 8 1 7 16 56, 2 

LADIES' DIVISION 

Birmingham 7 7 0 49 14 14 
Coventry 7 6 1 43 20 12 
West Bromwich 7 4 3 35 28 8 
Leicester 7 3 4 34 29 6 
Wolverhampton 7 3 4 28 35 6 
Nettingham 7 3 4 27 36 6 
Worcester 7 1 6 25 38 2 
Cheltenham 7 0 7 11 52 0 

"UNIOR DIVISION 

Nottingham 6 6 0 44 10 12 
Birmingham 6 5 1 41 13 10 
West Bromwich 6 4 2 33 21 8 
Cheltenham 6 2 4 24 30 4 
Worcester 6 2 4 22 32 4 
Leicester 6 2 4 18 36 4 
Wolverhampton 6 0 6 8 46 0 

INTERMEDIATE DIVISION 

Birmingham v. Worcester play-off. 

WESTERN COUNTIES LEAGUE 
DIVISION II 

P. W. L. D. F. A. Pts: 
*Worcester 8 3 2 3 42 38 9 
*Exeter 8 3 2 3 42 38 9 

Weston 8 3 3 2 46 34 8 
Oxford Univ. 8 3 4 1 37 43 7 
Bath 8 2 3 3 33 47 

* Play-off on May 3rd. 
7 

LANCASHIRE LEAGUE 
DIVISION I 

Bolton A 10 9 0 1 76 24 19 
Manchester A 10 8 1 1 76 24 17 
Liverpool A 10 5 5 o 51 49 10 
Manchester B 10 5 5 o 50 50 10 
Wigan A 10 1 8 1 23 77 3 
Macclesfield 10 0 9 1 24 76 1 

DIVISION II (SOUTH) 

Stockport 8 6 2 0 51 29 12 
Ellesmere A 8 6 2 0 47 33 12 
Chester 8 4 3 1 48 32 9 
Liverpool B 8 3 4 1 41 39 7 
Ellesmere B 8 0 8 0 13 67 0 

WOMEN'S-DIVISION I 

Liverpool 6 4 1 1 37 23 9 
Manchester 6 4 1 1 37 23 9 
Blackpool 6 2 2 2 33 26 6 
Bury 6 0 6 0 19 41 0 



OFFIC~AL 

----,~,-

COUNTY UMPIRES SCHEME 
THE ~RACTICAL TEST 
an endeavour to ensure a minimnmI N 

standapd of' performanf'e fOI' County" Hm­
,pires, the National Umpires CommiU·f'f'l 

have, during the season, issued a uniform 
standard for marking in Practical r.t~ests for 
Probationary C.U'R.- The Committee is' 
anxious that all candidates -.should be, fully, , 
aware of the basis of marking before they 
are tested, and County Committees are given 
full discretion as regards revealing marks 
gained to both SI1CCP-F:Sflll and unsuccessful 
cartdidates.' '. , ' 

A.	 SCORING:
 
Accuracy
 
Audibility
 
Timing
 

B. APPLICATION OF LAWS 
D.	 PRESENTATION _ 
C.	 CONTROL 

PASS MARK-14. Possible--20. 

NOTES 
A. ACCURACY, possible 5'. 2 errors 

marks: MOre than 2, fails test. 
(i)	 AUdib.ility to Players, possible 

9 
6 
1 
4 

no 

2. 
Clearly audible but not easily understood 
(accent, impediment, careless diction-l~. 
Clearly spoken but not loud enough-2. 
Neither clear nor loud enough-D. 

(ii) Audibility to Spectators, possible 1. 
Deduction of ~ or more ,according to degree 
of fault. 

(iii) Timing, possible 1. (To complete 
announcement of score just as players ready 
to begin next rest.) 

B. APPLICATION OF LAWS, possible 6. 
Major faults CLe.. incorrect order of serving 
or striking' out, particularly in doubles; 
neglect of service ,law; failure to .penalise 
movement of table or free hand touching 
table) deduct 2 marks. Two errors fails 
test. Minor fanlts (Le., those not men­
tioned above), 1, U or 2 marks according 
to circumstances. 

C. CONTROL, possible 4. Bearing, 
authority, calmness-2. Freedom from hesita­
tion-l. Correct judgment (e.g., edge balls) 
-1. OfficiousnesR as well as weakness in 
umpire to be penalised. 

D. PRESENTATION, possible 1, over com­
plete match. Faults such as calling "deuce" 
or "each" to be penalised. Qualities to be 
considered include securing maximum interest' 
by good intonation, and good applause con.­
trol. 

Our i~ii~e~(ts'ympathY to Mr. Leslie Fon-est 
on the death of his mother on the 2nd April, 
1952, at ~h:e age of 80 years. 

:- d. ,: M'OR'RIS II ROSE 
V ice-P~~ident and a founder of the 

E.T.T.A.';, ~'Donor of the J. M. Rose Bowl 
(for the "'~~ional Women's Team Competition). 
Hon. Re:feree of many English and several 
World Chilmpionships. 

WE DEEPLY regret to announce the death 
of Mr. ~J:! M. (Morris) ROSE on Saturday, 
19th A~l'tl, 1952, at his home in Worthing 
after a JIQng illness, and nearly 30 years of 
devoted: s.ervice to Table Tennis. We extend 
our sin~fe sympathy to Mrs. M. Rose. 

A M~~orial Tribute is published on page 12. 

SEtECTION COMMITTEE 
;' / NOTICE (Om,cial) 

Engla~d Juniors v. Germany Juniors, 31st 
March~ XJlapham Baths, S.W.4: B. Merrett 
(Glos.;:,; D. Hou~e (Somerset), W. Knight 
(NortJ,tahts), Miss J. Hook (Surrey), Miss D. 
Spoont:tl (Middx.). Non-playing ea,ptai:n: 
T. Seftir~. (2~th March, 1952) 

AN (ENGLISH INTERNATIONAL 
>t:" , ',' -c':' '..".. ,'. , ", SHIRT 
M~ wf"it.!-'LUCAS:- Of Aylesbury, has founa 

that ilh English International Shirt was: ,aed: 
dentally left among their kit during tlH~ 
English Championships at Wembley. "Vould 
the owner please' claim. 

Th'e-' .Annual General Meeting 
Caxton Hall, :3 p.nt'! 26th April 

N f!lA n._J~Y ("Vf'ry ('minty alld IlI,Oh' lltaJl flO 
leag'ups were I'Pluesentf'd in a G-holll' 
meeting- which, to the majority, pl'oypd 

both interesting and objPctivf. 

Result of Election 

The election had resulted in all the 
Officers and Members being returned to officp. 

0 

Business 
S'tHne 'interesting discussions (with amus­

ing interludes) took place, Messrs. T. Blunn. 
I. C. Eyles and E. A. B. Swayne taking' 
prominent parts. 

Of the general interesting results of the 
meeting', the following may be briefly men­
tioned. (Some of these will be dealt with 
as special features in the September Table 
Tenni.~. ) 

Rome interesting- changes in the Wilmott 
Cup and J. M. nose Bowl Competitions. 
Leo Thompson's popularly supported recom­
mendation that Open Tournaments should be 
graded before players, though not at presf'nt 
practicable. That the National Executive 
had given sanction for The Daily M irTcr to 
run a National Competition in 1952-3. The 
meeting ~mpported the appointment' of Mr. 
Jack Carrington as the National Director of 
Coaching without a dissentient. 

Mr. Vint said that he had had a lot of 
'wonderful letters guaranteeing support for the 
World Championship Apneal. The.y were all 
most moving and encouraging, but it was 
only' when he came to total the amounts up 
that he realised how many clubs had so 
far failed to respond. Many speakers said 
that it was a little too early yet and spoke 
of some special efforts still being made; some 
secretaries were recognised as weak links. 
Mr. Kethero thought it should be made clear 
that any unused- monies would definitely be 
returned proportionately to clubs. Sugges­
tions were made, such as that each club 
could have a box into which players could 
put a ~d. each time they played; this would 
result in some extra money being saved for 
club funds. The vital importance of the 
short time was emphasized. The clubs, or 
i:ndividuals, should know that the money 
need not., be sent for nearly 2 years, but the 
guarantee MUST come within a few weeks. 

There was again some lively discussion on 
the dress rule, and the meeting were decided 
on the point that moral suasion by precept, 

and by lilp act ion of officials ana Relection 
('onunittef'H and the majority of players, would 
sllcceed where the rule had failed. 

A considerable amount of business was 
raised to be dealt with by the incoming' 
Executive which cannot be dealt with, un­
fortunately. in the space available here. 
Official Handbooks was one, and some mem­
bers complained that some League and/or 
Club SeC'fetarif's nf>ver made thp Hanrlbook 
readily available to their members,. 

Mr. -Leslif' .Jonf'S ('Manchester) concluaed 
the meeting with a special vote of thanks 
to the Chairman and the Hon. SecretaIT / 
rrreasurer and all Members of the National 
I'~xecutive for thf' gTeat volume of work they 
had done through the year, and ,,:' he wishpd 
Mrs. Kathleen Peg'g', their charming Adminis­
trative Secretary, to be associated with the 
vote, which was carried with acclamation. 

The Meeting closed a 8 p.m. and df'lpgates 
adjonrned to the Dance and Social. 

THE EXHIBITION 
The Wall I~xhibition of charts, photos and 

souvenirs organised by Mr. Leslie F'OrI'f'st 
proved a popular centre of interest. A C'on­
siderable amount of work must have gOIle 
into the preparation, and Rex MarshalL M·ii4S 
Marjorie Lightfoot and H. Litchfield (whQ. HO 
ably helped Mr. Forrest) in preparation 'and 
arranging deserve the highest praise.­

THE	 W. J. POPE MEMORIAL FON'n 
The Memorial Chair and the FFamed 

Portrait of the late W. J. (Bill) Pope .~:ere 
on view at the Annual General Meeting, a~ncl 
were acclaimed as fine pieces of wo:rk. 
Readers are reminded that this Fund is still 
open. and it is felt that many old friends 
mig'ht wish to be associated \vith' the 
Memorial before the Fund is closed. 

THE JUBILEE DANCE AND SOCIAl,. 
rrhe Jubilee Dance and Social ~ent'" off 

extremely well, attendances fluctuating -be­
tween the dance hall, lounge, bat~~ amI 
exhibition gallery. Most of 'to-day's :X~T. 
celebrities were present or looked in during 
the evening, and it would most assuredly 
have been a full house if players had realised 
what a pleasant evening was assured. It is 
regretted that a fuller account cannot, be 
given in the space available. ' 

The Silver Jubilee Luncheon 
St. Ermin's Hotel, 26th April 

T HE .Jubilee Luncheon 'placed a silver seal, hallmarked with excellence on the first 
wonderful 25 years of the E.T.T.A. It was a fine and fitting celebration that achieved, 
and right worthily, a support and success .. beyond aU expectation. The atmosphere 

btIl!bled like champagne with conviviality. In this hall were gathered enthusiasts represent­
ing every successive table tennis dynasty for half a century. Meeting revived memory, and 
memories brought a youthful buoyancy and a gay sparkle 
slippea away like minutes as the silver flux of common 
union that was, for the while, ageless. 

After the Loyal Toast. proposed by The Cha i 
(Secretary, Lawn Tennis Association), Pl'OpC
 
extempore and, inspired perhaps by the moe
 
attention and spirit of the company in a ST)f'ee1
 
everyone tQ a fervent climax.
 

Then; the slow' amiable. reluctant clisinlefUtl
 
dom of a Paul Jones, as they were ('aBed and
 
in a procession of tedious speeches, but a trill}
 

rhere were just on 100 })resenk and in addi 
"EJxecutive and -their ladies, the company inch 

Carris, J. Thompson" H. R. McDonald, Mr. 
Dawson, E. B. Jones"' and G. A. MacPartlin 
Editor, "Daily Mirror"), W. .J. Hicks (R~w 

.0 (" 'Anglo-Americ~n News"), Roy McKelvie (I. 
Mrs. Graves (fo.rmel'lY K. Ber·ry, W,..s, Chanmi( 
ton. A. A. Haydon, T.· Rea,rs, D. & R. Rowf' , 
(Dacp) Thoma~, R. 'Bergmann and·othf'fS. 

to the older fraternity. rrhe years 
enthusiasm welrlf'd into a g'oodwill 

~ 



PART 3 OF A NEW PICTORIA'L T.T. COURSE'
 

Peggy Franks'
 
Famous England and Essex Star 

Acknowledgments 
This instructive course was recently featured in GIRL, and we gratefully 
acknowledge the courteous co~operation and permission of The Editor 

and The Hulton Press Ltd. 

SERVICE 

Above you see the correct pOSItIon 

for serving, I stand well back so that 

at the moment I strike the ball it will 

be behind the edge of the table. I am 

also well within the width of the table, 

and I hold the ball on my outstretched 

palm because the rules forbid use of 

fingerspin. When I actually serve, I 

throw the ball straight into the air, 

releasing my left hand and bringing 

my bat forward at the same time so 

that it strikes the ball at net height. 

I make the ball bounce one in the 

centre of my own court before it 

crosses the net. Don't attempt to win 

points with your service - you may 

give tpem away instead if you do. 

Reg~r~ service simply as a means of 

puttin~ the' ball into play, but place 
the ,baU, and keep it low enough to 

avoid_ giving your opponent the initia­

tive. .. WheIl. you know more about 

spin 'you can use top, bottom or side 

spin with your service. 

TOPSPIN (FOREHAND DRIVE) 

This is the most useful attacking stroke in table tennis. When topspin is 
imparted on the ball it causes it to spin on its own axis in a forward direction, 
so that when it bounces, on the other side of the net, it kicks away at speed 
and with upward momentum. Topspin is achieved by striking the ball at the 
highest point of its bounce from below, and with an upward sweep, so that the 
ball is virtually lifted over the net. The first picture above shows the moment 
of impact, and the second demonstrates the complete follow through after strik­
ing. Hit in this manner the ball starts its journey in a fairly high curve, 
dipping sharply as it crosses the net and developing upward momentum as, it 
bounces. By adjustJng the angle of the bat, as you did for the push stroke, 
and controlling the ~ amount of lift you impart, topspin can be used ag·ainst 
practically any shot that crosses the net, backhand or forehand. 

EDITORIAL NOTE 

The Leach/ Franks match pictures which should go here were 
lost in the theft reported elsewhere, and it is regretted that[ ·1
no substitutes could be obtained 

In the pictures above you see me I 

I move into position, with my eyes OJ 
my bat, wait for the ball to reach th 
strike it from below with an upward 
against the ball it produces topspin. l' 
weight on back foot, with feet well ap~ 

my upward sweep I take a short pace fo 
transferring my weight from back to 
whole body. As soon as I have complt 
the table. 



Minister" Presents Prizes	 Walter Steinitz
 

The Rt. Hon. Miss Florence Horsburgh, M.P., 
the Minister of Education presents the Finney 
Cup to Konrad Freundorfer (Germany) after 
he had beaten Bryan Merrett (Glos.) for the 
Boys' Singles Championship of England, 1952. 

Wembley, March 29th. 

(Who, makes such a good No. 1 Interpreter for the E.T.T.A.) 

YOUNG Freundorfer won ~he boys' singles entirely on his own .. merretts". Although, 
only 15, he's not allowed by the German Association to eomplete in senior events, 
and is afraid that before they let him loose on the seniors, he'll be an 'f old man." ... 

THERE was no .. venneration" in the way that Guy Amouretti dealt with our Guy, 
Venner ... Vicente Gutierrez (from Chile) speaks only Spanish. How I managed to 
JH:'l'suade him that he must change into darker trousers is still a mystery. He assured me 
that our climate is ever so much .. chillier" than Chile. "Vould you believe it? ... Zarko 
Dolinar isn't the .. big noise" he used to be-he's put rubber on one side of his big, hand­
made wooden bat. On the back of this bathe has a large ~knll and Crossbones with a 
list of the .. scalps" taken from many .. crowned" heads in the rr.T. world ... Linde 
Wertl confided that she was terrified by .. Little Audrey" Bates, near twice her size and 
very experienced. Linde very nearly lost to Audrey in a tough 5-game battle. 

MUCH ADO ABOUT SHERRY 
Some think that Sherry's th~ absolute top 
And say she's more Gorgeous than Gussie. 
Rome say that the l)apers should know when to stop 
To picture this publicised lassie. 
Home say that she plays an extremely good game 
And some whispered she can't play for toffee. 
~ome wonder how to pl'Onounce her name 
And some think she's the cream in their coffee".f. 

But whatever the others llMY whisper or say-
All those who have known her a bit 
(And this includes me) during her short stay, 
~he's just really a grand little kid. 

Sherry must have been disappointed in failing to win a title, but the rmblic was even' 
more disappointed at not seeing our American Glamour Girl on Prize NigHt. Her mother • 
had arranged to go to a big party at Brighton on their last day here because the poor , 
girl had had nothing but publicity and no fun since they arrived. Perhaps she was right,. _ 
but let's hope we see niore of her next year, because she's quite a girl, and this is Y-Our' 
old friend Walter telling you . . . 

A P.S. ON TI:IE WORLD'S 
The way those Japs, erased most names from the top of our World Ranking List and put t 

down their own with a firm penholder-grip-after blotting out all opposition, makes you think . 
they learnt the game by correspondence course, doesn't it? WALTER STEINITZ 

LEACH AND 'BERGMANN TEAM 
UP FOR' WORLD TOlIR 

lUCHARV B]~RGMANN and JOHNNY 
LJ4~ACIL ahnot;t before our seasoh ends, will 
be off O1W one of the most strenuous world 
tours attempted. ~'or six hectic months they 
will be ceaselessly on the move circling the 
world 

r 

and f'xhibiting the best of British table 
tennis to nf'W worlds. ~'heir tour starts on 
May 4th with France and Portugal. back to 
I-,ondon. over to Pakistan, Karachi, Hong 
Kong, Ringapore. India. Vietnam (Indonesia), 
rrhailand (Siam, Bangkok). Japan, Philip­
pinefl. Australia and Nev,' Zealand. Negotia­
tions are also proceeding- ,vith South Ameri­
can countries, Port of Sr>ain, and the West 
African Associations, and there are many 
hopes that thf'Y will also visit the U.S.A. 
The vroblem is to fit everything into the 
most suitable times. 

Hichard and .JOIUlllY both intend finding 
out. authoritatively, just how good the oriental 
:;;tandards are by our own and both have 
promised to fo:end rp1>ortl" awi notes of tlwir 
Odyssey for Table T('nniH. Tlw fin:;t should 
be available in the ~epteLllbe]' h;sue. (Have 
~ Oil sent your subscription for 5/ tid. a year 
Iu Uendon yet?) 

THANK YOU and PLEASE 
THE English F.inals at W~mbley \V,ill be re~embered by many fqr the fierce blizzard that 

raged "and made long dIstance transport dIfficult. None .. IDOl'e so tban I. After. finally...; 
leaving Wembley at 2 a.nt. in the morning after and driving through the blizzard at 

its height with one lense of my spectac\es smashed, I finally-after a succession of adven­
tures-was enveloped in a huge snowdrift. The only action POlSsible' was to abandon the 
car and carefully lock the doors, etc. Locked in that car was nearly every Table Tennis 
picture I possess in two cases. (1-'hese were taken to Wembley as selections for the 
Exhibition.) All the Peggy Franks instructional series and the painstaking collection of 
years. YeB, the lock was forced and the car looted, and the whole lot gone. Worst of all, 
a tragedy for which I do not know what to do, there were 1l1any pictures 'loaned tl'I. me 
(for the English Programme, etc.); irreplaceable copies of many years loaned to me in trnst!! 
What can I do after rewards and appeals have failed? 

I am most anxious to buy all possible T.T. pictures, curr-ent and historical, to try and 
make good the loss. Meanwhile there's £25 Reward for the above lm.;s. " 

ALTHOUGH we do not publish again until 1st September, we havp already startpd work 
for the' new season, and we are hoping that it will be possible to again incl'ea~e- ~ize. If 
you send your subR. of 5/ tid. in promptly, that will help and eJlcourage liS. 

In the next few week~ I am very anxious to get correspondents in ]~ V l£H Y part, of "tlle 
countrY-f'ven if they only send newspaper cuttings. I am always interested in good 
l)ictures, news cartoons, features, etc.. and welcome every letter. It '""is only' po~sibl(-'· to 
make satisfactory arrangements in the few weeks between and we shall start going to }HeSS 
in .July. Suggestions and criticisms also, are very welcome, and opinions on the things you like. 

I have, alas, not been able to keep up to date with acknowledging all the wonderfully 
helpful letters, but hope to do so soon, and propose using some of the M~. later also. Next 
season, I sincerely hope that new arrangements will enable me to acknowledge all your 
letters promptly.

Anything on Table Tennis is always welcome, home and oversea~. ~o do please. g9 Oil 

writing and sending. and trying to get one or two more· subscriberH for OUR, magazine. 
Send your copy and enquiries direct to me at the address below, please- and rrHANK 

YOU everyone, sincerely. . 
LESLIE S. WOOLLARD, 12, CAMPBELL ROAD, BEQFORD 

THE SMALL CLUB SHOWS, HOW 
1. F~EL very strongly about the E.T.T.A. 

Appeal for a Guarantee li'und as I am sure 
that we should all be much ashamed if the 
"Vorld Championships cannot be held in Bng­
land for lack of financial backing. 

Ours is a very small club of 20 member~. 
As President I am guaranteeing £ 1 and I 
am asking our Treasurer to get Group 
guarantors in ullits of £ 1 (4 of 5/- or 8 of 
2/ tid. or 20 of 1/· or mixed) and I sincerely 
hope that our little club will guarantee at 
least £2. 

If pvery club" would do something like this, 
1hPr(' wNtld not be the least difficulty in 
l'H iSlJ,g" the Guarantee needed ... but it is 
nl) siuecure, it will almost certainly be 
cullpd upon. Richard H. Primaven, 

Bournemouth Corinthians ~'. T.O. 

SCOTTISH OPEN 
CHAMPIONSHIPS 

Murrayfleld, Edinburgh, 19th April 

A very good tournament. with tlw all ­
Irish M.S. final bping' exceptionally, good. 
Miss Hf1~LEN ELLIOT Heored a treble SlIc­
cess for the third successive year. 

RESULTS 
M.S.	 V. MERC~~R bt. I. B. Martin 1:3, 10. 

-19,17. 
W.S. H. ELLIOT bt. .J. Mackay 12, 13. 
M.D.	 I. E. MARTIN/V. MERCER bt. R. 

Griffin/ A. Metcalfe 16, 17, 13. 
W.O.	 H. ELLIOT/ID. L. PITHIE bt. E. Grim­

stone/D. Wilkinson 6, 13. 
X.D.	 R. KERR/H. ELLIOTT bt. V. Mercer/ 

- Mercer 18, 19. 
J.S. O. PURSELL bt. R. Park 15, 17. 



Vicente Gutierrez .
 
In 

Just for Fun 

W HEN writers speak of a player 
. having "all the strokes" they 

cannot have "seen the fantastic 
antics of the Chilean ace VICENTE 
GUTIERREZ whose colourful clown­
ing introduces just about everything 
except any known shot. Televiewers 
~ere most intrigued at his recent ex­
hibition with Victor Barna. Some 
T.T. purists may frown on such per­
formances (yet wistfully remember 
Laszlo Bellak!) and we shall doubt­
less have critics for publicising it. 
Nevertheless, it has brought humour, 
variety and colour into the game and, 
perhaps, reminded us not to take 
things too, too seriously. 

Gutierrez cannot altogether curb his 
flair in matches but his ,showmanship 
delights many. In exhibitions he 
returns the ball from half-way under 
the table, lying down, between his legs, 
backwards, as well as in such typical 
actions shown on this page. 

In serious play he can be quite good 
-but can he be serious in play? 
After the World's at Bompay, the 
Indian T.T.A. asked him to stay on 
for a few weeks. No\v, after the 
English Open, Vicente has decided to 
stay in England for another 3 months 
after all. 

Manchester Welcomes "Sherry" Koehnke 
H EVENING CHRONICLE TOURNAMENT 

H UNDREDS were turned away at 
the doors of "The Evening 
Chronicle" tournament, staged 

in the magnificent rebuilt Free Trade 
Hall, and one would think that half 
Manchester had turned out to wel­
come the overseas vi§itors to judge by 
the number of tricolours and "Old 
Glor~ ". 

SHARON KOEHNKE was given a 
riotous welcome, whqst her mother, 
Mrs. G. Koehnke later presented the 
prizes, and in a brief speech thanked 
everybody connected with Table 
Tennis in England for the kindness 
they had shown them. 

The normal singles finals were poor 
due mainly to the heavy atmosphere 
making the ball "float" and the 

players having insufficient experience 
to deal with· such contingencies. 

In the International Exhibition, the 
great crowd was enthralled with the 
play and the final resulted in a win 
for JOHNNY LEACH, playing with 
great precision on a table that so 
obviously suited him. 

Frank Gee 
RESULTS 

M.S.;1. IN(JBJ~J{ bt. A. L. Shcvhcl'd -HJ, 
17. 15. 

w.s. S. rrHltlDLFALL bt. J. Braddock 9. 
-16,23. 

International Invitation Tourney 
Exhibition: SHARON KOEHNK}J bt. Jean 

Braddock 21. 20. 
Section A.: R. BERGMANN bt. R. Roothoft 

13, 23; bt. Casofsky -15. 13. 10. 
Section B.: J. LEACH bt. G. V. Barna 17. 

( 16; bt. G. Amouretti 10. 18. 
G. V. BARNA bt. Amouretti -19. 15. 

16. 
FINAL: J. LEACH bt. R. Bergmann U. 17. 

CAMBRIDGESHIRE CLOSED 
Cambridge, 16th February 

M.S.•J. D. CU[{N\V1ilLL bt. H. G. Mill::; -J7, 
26. 14. 

M.S.	 J-. A. rnIURS1~ON bt. G. \V. O. Law~ 

rence 14. 17. J 3. 
W.S. Miss P. BANK8 bt. Miss P. IUg'lis. 

d.S. N. D. SOUTH bt. M. Knights -17. 1,1, 
14. 
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JILL ROOK. 15·year-old Merton 
Park schoolgirl. has earned a warm 
place in English affections by her 

successlul defence of the English 
Junior ''Oirls' title against the formid­
able challenger from the United 
S tat es, talented 

mother was 
every chance 
teaching her 
old. rl\vo 

determined. to give .J ill 
she could and started 

when she was 11 years 
yea.rs ~ago we suggested 

the twin target of the Surrey Juniors 
and (in two years) the winning of 

the English Junior 
S II' A RON Open. and exactly 
-KOEHNKI~, two on schedule J i I I COVER GIRLyears: her senior. obI i g e d. Jack 

.J ill has much of Jill	 Rook fr~rin01to~e~00~o~~~~·~'tbe modest charm 
~;£tnd sportsmanship English dunior Girl Champion 1952 ing, and those -who 
·~t\Ve like to think of England and Surrey duniors were at LilleshalJ 
Jas' typically British. 
';'and-has proved that she has a natural 
;;talent and a will-to-win that can take 
-her' a long way in the future. She 
celebrates her birthday on GUY 
Fawkes Day, but there are no damp 
sqUibs about her performances. Her 

The 'Wemblev., Tornado' 

ALAN RHODES, the 19-year left­
handed "Wembley Tornado" has 
been rising rapidly nearer to ~is gr~at 
ambition of playing in the Swaythhng 
Cup, and .has already earned the repu­
tation of being a " giant killer "-still 
further enhanced by his decisive vic­
tory over the brilliant Rootho!t in ~he 
English- Open. An embryo sIg~wnter 
by profession, he started pIaylng on 
the domestic table about 5 years ago, 
had a little coaching from Frischer, 
W. Hall and then Jack Carrington. 
This season he has won the Kent and 
the Middlesex Open Singles, and a 
number of other titles, and skittled his 
way to some near misses, finally play­
ing for Middlesex. Vana, with his 
lightning hit and delicate drop has 
been the inspiration, but father has 
been the solid background for practical 
possibility, yet oddly enough, he has 
a mild apprehension at his parents 
seeing him play. H is a left-handed, 
forehand hitter, hard and quick, with 
a deadly kill down the line made from 
the backhand side. We hear that he 

w i I I note how
 
much she has advanced. She has
 
consolidated her gains and gone
 
forward steadily. confidently and
 
sur ely. May she continup to
 
do so and with the same filW
 
spirit.
 

is also improving his defence, and our 
photographer, Peter Madge, seems to 
have caught him at it. 

H IT'S NO NIGHTMARE! H 

Says L. J. BLOXHAM 

IN the Xpril issue, Mr. Andrews 
refe~red to the Service Rule as the 
"Umpire's Nightmare". What rub­
bish! There's no nightmare about it. 
Never mind what the Continent or 
any other country does, if Mr. Andrew 
is a County Umpire, then let him 
umpire--not wonder. 

There has been far too much moan­
ing and I can only think it is by 
players who don't wish to lose the 
advantage of a crafty service. 

Is there any difficulty about the ser­
vice? Of course not. For Heaven's 
sake, let's all play the game according 
to rule and-County Umpires-you 
can. do the best service to the game by 
INSISTING on correct service, and 
not by pleading for someone to lean 
on. 

L. J. Bloxham, Leicester 

LANCS./CHESHIRE CLOSED 
Bolton, 22nd March 

M.S.	 B. Ual;ofsky bt. A. Smith 15, 13. }{ 
Allcock bt. A. Holland J 7, 17. 

B. UASOFSKY bt. It.- Allcock -18, 18, 
18. 

W.S. A. \VOOD bt. M. Booth 14, 11. 

M.D.	 C. BOOTH/D. G. ELLISON bt. R. All­
cock/B. Casofsky 16, 20. 

W.O.	 M. BOO'rH/R. 'I'HRJ<~LFAI.JL bt. P. 
Walker/D. ""'ilkinSOIl -12, 13, 13. 

X.D.	 B. CASOlfSKY / A. WOOD bt. D. G. 
.Jmlison/ A. Jonps 11, -20, 13. 

B.S.	 C. BOOTH bt. C. Brooks 13. 10. 
TIl(' M. D. wal':' an cxcpptimlally fine pp)' ­

formltw:e by BOOtll i ~~llis()Jl in a wonderful 
match. 

F. Gee 

Sheila in Starlight
 

1 
SHEILA SMITH (of Ashford, 

Middx.) is an attractive and vivacious 
19-year-old starlet of the Staines I 
L~ague who just bpbbles with .c~eer­
fulness and adds a spot of gaiety· to 
most home-county tourneys. She just 
loves it all and shows it. In office 
hours she's a book-keeper-cum-typist 
in an estate agency. Generally con­
sidered a defensive player,. she has a 
nice forehand wallop and a counter­
hit which makes some folks think she 
is either an attacker or ought to attack 
more frequently. Anyway, her g~me 
has been good enough to match the 
fierce competition for a place in one 
of the Middlesex teams (Seconds) and 
Simpsons' of Piccadilly have had her 
in their Barna/Brook exhibition for 
the last two years. Almost. inevitably 
(from this district) S11e had 'some 
coaching from that grand " overtime" 
worker, Leo Thompson, and started 
by winning the Surrey Junior Open in 
1950 and a number of closed titles 
since. Her great hope is to play in 
an English finals at Wembley. She's 
a good sport and a good sportsgirl, 
and bad sportsmanship is about the 
only dislike she can find in T.T. By 
the way (in case you should be writ­
ing), there ate five daughters in the 
family and all their Christian names 
begin with an "s"-Sylvi~, Stella, 
Shirley, Suzanne and, of course, our 
Sheila. 

BRITISH RAILWAYS 
CHAMPIONSHIPS 

University of London·, 6th April 
King's Cross ladies were successful ill all 

their events, 'with Newport were the out­
standing clttb in the men's events, -also beat­
ing Wembley 5·1 in the team championship. 
Wally Hall, M.S. holder 4 times, ,lost in 5 
thrilling games to C. Hann. . 
M.S.	 C. HANN- (Newport) bt. W. Hall 

(Wembley) -17, 13, -17, 17. 11. 
W,S.	 J. REYNOLDS (King's Cross) bt. B. 

Osborn (Birmingham) 5, 16. 



From !he Bombay "World'sH 

•Stars In the East
 
By K. S. VARADHACHARY 

T
, JAP SUPER CONCENTRATION 

HE oriental concept of master-pupil rehttionship was reflected in the 
importance. the Japanese team gave to their Coach, ~. Daimon. They 

. insisted on his going with the team iIi the- March Pa~t" and after the girls 
had won, the Corbillon Cup they only permitted themselves to be photographed 
after the photographer had agreed to take a picture which included Mr. Daimon. 

I don't know whether Mr. Daimon was responsible for their method of 
practice but I was certainly impressed at the tremendous concentration shown 
when I saw four players practising on one table with two balls. Each pair 
was playing diagonally across the table-like two separate single matches­
and one pair did not appear in the least disturbed by the play of the other 
pair. 

The Japanese players were traditionally polite, and would bow from the 
hips when they wanted to say" hello," " sorry" or "thank you". They move 
rather slowly and deliberately until they get'on the table-then they become 
volcanic. Their affection for topspin is even reflected in the way th:y invariably 
pass the ball to their opponent. 

THE TWO MARVELS" OF CHINAH 

The HONG I<ONG contingent also impressed and fought hard against 
I-Iungary in the Swaythling ICUp match. 24-year-old ,CHUN CHIN' SING.­
the captain, showed a masterly defence in beating Sido. He is ranked fourth 
in Hong Kong and uses a standard bat in the orthodox style. Of SHIH SUI 
CHO, the No.1, it has been said that his "superb backhand drives. find no 
equal in China". A top player for ten years, he uses a penholder grip and can 
hit with speed and control on both hands. He and his doubles partner, FUCHI 
FANG, are known as the" Two Marvels of China," and nearly beat Bergmann/ 
Leach, winni.ng the first 2 games (-17, -13, 18, 18, 15). The team's 
veteran, C.HENG KWOK WING, has been playing for 20 years and uses a 
tiny wooden racquet made by himself. 

Hi~ parent~, he told me, used to think he was wasting too much time at table 
tennis and locked him up in the evenings, but the young Cheng regularly 
jumped out of the window and went for his three hours' play. Now he has a 
son of 13 and in his turn does not want his son to play since he feels it 
would upset his studies ! 

I was intrigued by a small, almond-shaped root which the Chinese players 
keep chewing and which, they say, maintains stamina. It is extremely bitter 
and, after tasting it, I concluded that it definitely needed some stamina to keep 
on chewing it ! 

In vogue for so long, the penholder style is; now considered old fashioned, 
and more and more players are using the orthodox grip. Or were, until the 
~~n~~~~! _ 

The ladies are not so strong. Mrs. YIP YEUNG WAI BUN is No. 1 with 
a good half volley defence and a ready forhand attack; she holds several 
athletic honours and has been selected for the Olympic Games. Miss WONG 
BIK YU is a 25-year-old livewire and an hotel accountant by profession. She 
speaks in halting English, and the way she makes her excellent backhand drive 
reminds one of a ballet dancer. 

SINGAPORE REALISE AMBITION 
The souvenir of the Singapore team, five men-all penholders-reads in part: 

"This trip is sponsored with two sincere wishes: that the players glean ·finer 
points of the game from the world's top..notch players and that they do not 
finish far fron;t ·the bottom placings in the team championships." They did 
exactly 'what they set out to do. 

SULTANA GOING FOR ATTACK 
The Indian women's team failed our expectations. The Indian" girl wonder" 

SAYEED SULTANA, was in poor form, although winning the Consolation 
Singles. When I asked why she was playing such a purely defensive game, 
she replied, "I am the youngest in a family of six sons and one daughter. 
All these- days I have been practising with the two of my brothers who are 
attacking players. Now I am going to play with one of illy brothers whose 
strength js defence, then I shall improve my attacking strokes ". 

K. S. Varadhachary 

Lady Swaythling presents 
the Shah's Cup 

The Shah of Petsia originally donated the 
Iran Cup to the international T.T. {federation 
as the trophy for the M.D. Championshh) 
of the \Vorld. Sin'ce the Czech holders 
Andreadis/Vana were unable to travel to 
Bombay, the Iran Cup :was not available for 
presentation...to the Japanese winners, Fujii 
and Hayashi. 

At the English Open Championship Final~ 
at Wembley on March 29th, the Cup was 
presented by the Dowager Lady Swaythling, 
a Vice-President of the E.T.T.A. and the 
donor of The Swaythling CuP. The photo­
graph shows Mr.. K., -Asakia (CbieL J~apanese 
Government Representative in England) re­
ceiving the' Cup on behalf Of his compatriots. 
Mrs. Takako Asakia is in the centre. 

FRENCH INTERNATIONAL
 
MATCHES
 

L"RANUE (G. Amouretti/8. Cafiero) bt.
 
8WrrZERLAND (Meyer, UrchettO 4- 1.
 
(Meyrr /Urchetti bt. AmourettilCaftero 20, 21,
 
8) . ~'RANCE (M. Haguenauer / R. Roothoft)
 
bt. YUGOSLAVIA (Z. Dolinar/V. Harangozo)
 
3-2. (IIarangozo bt. Roothoft 8, '16, 20);
 
Dolinar/Harangozo won -12, ] 4. -14, 1a.
 
14. FRANCE (G. AmourettilM. Lanskoy) 
bt. AUSTRIA (II. Bednar/Just) 4-1. (Bed­
nar/Just bt. AmourettilLanskoy -10~ 17, 15, 
18). FRANCE (Agopoff/Roothoft) bt. BJ~L-. 
GlUM (De Kemper/Roland) 4-1. (BelgiulU 
won doubles 17, 18. -10. 10). FRANCE 
(G. Colliel'/M. Lanskoy) bt. SPAIN (A. 
Dueso/J. Ramon) 4-1. (Spain \von doubles 
3~2). FRANCE (Coilier/llaguenauer) bt. 
HOLLAND (Cor Pelser/W. Stoop) 4-L 
(Holland won doubles -18, -11, HI, 20, 
14). 

NATIONAL RANKING LISTS 
U.S.A. (MEN): 1. R. MileH, 2. M. Reit;mau. 
3. D. Cartland, 4. W. Holzrichter, 5. .J. 
~omael, 6. '1\ Hazi; 7. H. 8ehiff, 8. W. Price. 
D. H. Hershkowitz, 10. G. .Ferris. 

(WOMEN) : 1. L. Thall-Neuberger, 2. JJ. 
ltchkoff, 3. P. McLinn. 
CZECHOSLOVAKIA (MEN): 1. 1. Andrea­
dis, 2. V. Tereba, 3. /4. F. 'L'okar /B. Valla. 
5./6. Stipek/Vyhanovsky, 7./8. Slar/TurtlOv-, 
sky, 9. Moudry, 10. Vlk. 

(WOMEN) : 1. Krejcova, 2. Kotat~ova, 
3. Hruskova. 4. Zelenkova, 5. Vyhanovska. 
SWEDEN (MEN): 1. T. Flisberg, 2. W. 
Fredriksson, 3. B. Grive, 4. P. Ct'oneryd. 

~: Li .La;~~~~~s~~~' 9~ed~~h~i~~n7de~: ~~~q~:~~ 
Jonsson. 
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IN MEMORIAM 

J. M. (Morris) ROSE 

J M. (Morris) ~OSE died on SaturdaYt 19th April at his 
home in Worthing'after a long illness. 

• Morris Rose was one ::of the founders of the English 
Table Tennis Associationt a keen sportsmant the second of our 
model series of Championship' 'refereest a buoyant and original 
organisert the initiator of the Villa baHt the donor of the J. M. 

I;:,: - Rose Bowl; a happy companiop of .English teams abroad and 
once non...playing captain (Cairo 1938...9) t the resourceful friend 
'of a generation of clubs seeking equipment in times of scarcity, 
'a mainspring of local liveliness wherever he lived-successively 
South Londont Harrow and Worthing-a real lover of the game. 

In his last role; as would...be peacemaker in South Africa; 
which he was visiting in search:of healtht he won the confidence 
and liking of both rival orgc,\nisationst and the I.T.T.F.t to 

.whose South Africa Sub...Committee he was elected in Bombay; 
Will, miss his aid. ' 

.Compari,t.tively young). l.\'IqrrJs Rose had hoped to find, in 
~arly retirement from businesst a different opportunity to serve 
the sport of' which he was so fond. But it was not to be. 
Instead he earned the admiration of his friends by the courage 
with which he fought; and eventually facedt what at the last 
became inevitable. This is the third serious loss to English 
Table Tennis in three years. Such prodigality we can ill afford. 
The f'ympathy of us all to Mrs. Mildred Rose, who helped 
him fight so well. 

IVOR MONTAGU 

GLOS. COUNTY ttOSED 
Bristolt 19th April 

15-year-old R. MORLEY sprang a 
big surprise by beating fellow towns­
man, i n t ern a t ion a 1 BRYAN 
MERRETT in the J.B.S. and reaching 
the semi of the M.S. to lose to BOB 
GRIFFIN, the winner. Morley showed 
some wonderful attacking s hot s. 
Gloucester provided all finalists in the 
junior events, left-handed MARY 
GIBBING winning the J.G.S. and" 
partnering international MARGARET 
FRY in taking the W.D. title from th~ 
holders, Terry Pomroy and Joan 
Collier. 

RESULTS 
M.S. H. Griffin bt. R. Morley 9. 1:3. B. 

Mer,rett bt. P. Cruwys 1n, 1a. 
It. GHIFFIN bt. B. Menett -12. IK. 

13. 
W.S. 'I'. POMROY bt. M. [~'ry 20. 14. 
B.S. R. MOHLEY bt. B. Merrett -8, 22, 1·8. 
G.S. M. GIBBONS bt. S. Davis 13, 18. 

TREVOR FLINT GOES HOME 
TREVOJ{ FLINT" sailed on the Stmlhel:CJi 

on the 27th March homeward bOllnd for 
Christchurch. New Z~aland. Trevor was OlH' 

of the Anzac pioneers who made the N.Z. 
Hwaythling CUD team in the 1950-( \Vorld 
C:HunpionshiDs. and coming to England in 
November. 1950, has been here ~ver sinee. 
A keen 'r.T. fan, a grand sport and Olll" of 
the nicest of good fellows who has madf' 
friends wherever he has been. lie tak("~ 
all our good wishes. To his many frienrls 
]I{' says. "'ehanks a million for the grand 
times on and off the table. I hODe to bl" 
back sometime ... it was great to be in 
Britain." And thank you. New Zealand, fol' 
sending so popular !J:ll ambassador. 

The engagement of the well-known 
Lines. County players, Miss KATH­
LEEN PEAKE and Mr. GEORGE 
SIMPSON, both of Scunthorpe, was 
announced on the 21st March • Dr. 
W. G. PENNEY, who helped to make 
the world's first A-Bomb and will 
probably head Britain's Atomic weapon 
tests in AustMlia, has been busy teach­
ing 10-year-old Christopher how to 
play table tennis. More atomic hit­
ting on the way? • IVOR MON­
TAGU, E.T.T.A. Chairman, had 
serveral interested spectators when he 
demontrated the Satoh-type Sponge 
Bat in the English <::hampionships. 
• Cambs. County'~ Sec. LESLIE 
CONSTABLE has high praise for 
Devon's hospitality and conditions of 
play.• Liverpool League are winding 
up their season with another River 
Dance C,ruise. Some years ago, 
Liverpool had their own die cast 
(should it be " Stamp" ?) from which 
to make their medals, and they have a 
different colour enamel (with ribbons 
to Q1atch) for different competitions. 
• Congratulations to new permanent 
"doubles pairs" well-known York­
shire players, EDDIE BEEDLE/ 
DOROTHY CLOUD and CEDRIC 
WHITELEY/PAULINE ARMITAGE 
who were recently married. Our best 
wishes. • The Bognor Free Churches 

recently protested at the holding of the 
Bognor and Chichester T.T. Chanl­
pionships on a Sunday and provoked 
editorial comment from the local press 
which concluded ". . . In 1668 John 
Wells recorded with smug satisfaction 
how a vintner, inviting guests to drink 
on a Sunday was 'by a wonderful 
justice and power of God carried into 
the air on a whirlwind and never seen 
or heard of more.' Promoters of the 
table tennis championships may, it 

BREVITIES
 
seems, have a lively future as Flying 
Saucers! " • We hear that our versa­
tile correspondent GEOFF COUL­
THREAD is specialising in making 
tailor-made shorts for Table Tennis. 
• The Philippine T.T.A. celebrated 
the 30th year of their founda tion this 
year. • The South American Cham­
pionships 1952 will be played in 
Asuncion, Paraguay, i n August. 
• Bedford's COLIN CROWE is the 
new closed county champion, the first 
time the title has ever been held by 
anyone other than D. IRONMON­
GER OJ; p. ~ANDALL.• The 

Nationai Football c.h.lb. (T.T.) h~ve 
won, the Uruguayan Tearp Champion­
ships for 7 years running.• MA~TY 
REISMAN and DOUG CART­
LAND, the U.S.A. stars who were 
touring Europe in T.T. exhibitions 
(with the Harlem Globetro~ters) have 
had an astonishing itinerary which ha~ 
included Bombay, Bangkok and,~arGe­
lona. • The Hungarian Defence 
Minister, Mr. Farkas, recently stated 
that it was .1Iungary's wish that their 
youth should JVeet at. international, 
sports gatherings~ Let us hope that 
this indicates that we shall again wit­
ness the participation of Hungarian 
players in England, and our champion­
ships • Miss ADELE (" Dale ") 
WOOD, English J.G.S.Champion in 
both 47-8 and 48-9, and Manchester's 
attractive international, is to be married 
to Mr. Pettifer on the 5th July.• We 
also hear that Miss BETTY BLACK­
B 0 URN E, a highly qualified 
chiropractor now in Guildbord, is to 
be married shortly.• For the 6th year 
in succession, Nottinghanl Juniors have. 
won the Junior Division of the Mid­
land Counties League, this year with 
a 100% record. P. 37, ·W. 35, L. 2, 
F. 251, A. 82'. Nottingham Boys have 
won the Junior Division of the Notts. 
Inter...Town League, and all players 
have one more year as juniors. • 



Ladies-during Summer The Will-to-Win 'of llonka
 
By LEN ADAMS 

THE ladies' singles game - apart 
from a few players-has become 
stereotyped. It has a degree of 

interest but little :enterprise. 
I suggest this is due to a complete 

absence of backhand attacking strokes 
OVER THE TABLE. Not neces­
,sarily strokes that win points outright. 

Played at a "safe" speed the pro­
per use of the backhand push drive 
(altering length a'nd direction) more 
easily splits the best defence and 
creates openings for forehand winners. 
A: similar stroke that places the ball 
wide on the opponent's backhand (or 
foreharid) side, prevents the opponent 
"getting in" to hit down the back­
hand. Thus one simple stroke enables 
the 'initiative to remain where it should 
be-at your end of the table. 

WRIST action is the secret of back­
hand success. It can disguise both 
direction and speed and the amount of 
spi~. ..A slowly revolving wrist can 
drop the ball long or short; it de­
pends' on the amount of turn before 
the bat makes contact with the ball. 
A sharp turn produces the deceptive 
ball that travels sluggishly t}.1rough 
the air but has a lightning kick off 

:the table" apd is usually a point 
\\;in~er. 

In conjunction with the wrist, the 
thumb and the index finger (and their 
pressure on· the bat) decide the direc­
tion of the ball. . 

.' So"1 strongly recommend that the 
ladies: practice control of the back­
hand this summer. ' Those who do 
will, next season, be the better able 
to Gontrol their opponents. 

Len Adams 

'DORA BEREGI 
.AS the European playing season 

ends, the new seasons are start­
in South Africa and Australia, 

and news comes that'DORA BEREGI 
(Devenny) is ·already giving seasonal 
exhibitions in' Sydney. One of her 
pupils is quite promising but the com­
parative dearth of good clubs in Syd­
ney is a. big handicap. Baby Johnny 
is growing fast and runs round their 
garden with aT.T. bat, hitting any­
thing and everything. His mother 
hopes that he will one day play in 
England. 

By FERENC GYORGY 

THIS is the true and astonishing record of a sportswoman's dramatic 
" final·" battle with D'eath, .leading 21-20!, Never did that 
" damned two points" seem so hopeless and seldom was so super­

human a will-to-win needed. 
Brown haired, blue eyed and charming ILONKA SOLYOM was a 

very talented tennis player who took up table tennis. With a natural 
agility and graceful style she became quite good, and then had the good 
fortune to be coached by Geza Erdelyi' (at present one of th~ best 
coach~s in Hungary). She became a worthy pupil and gained her 
international rank in one year. As a member of the Hungarian team in 
the Vienna World Championships she led R. Rowe 19-18 in the deciding 
set and thus just failed to win. 

In 1951, though seriously ill, she obstinately- continued to play, and 
was defeated in succession by each of her major adversaries. .'She, was 
not ranked in the first 10 and slid down to the humble 12th place. Her 
perplexed coach insisted on her seeing a doctor whos diagnosis 'sounded 
horrible: Struma 760;0 (illness of the kachexiastru·mipriva gland). ,It 
was a question of life or death. In the critical four-hour operation, 
Ilonka's throat was cut from nearly one ear to the o~ber. 

But now the charming Ilonka has made a wonderful recovery. She 
returned to her work in the. Hungarian Radio and helped their team, 
the Antenna to remain undefeated in the 1st Class National Champion­
ships. But this "resurrection" was not enough for Ilonka. 

" I WILL and I. SHALL recover my place among the- top .Hungarian 
players," she said. "Geza says that I must be the first Hungarian 
player after Gizi Farkas, and Geza knows ! " 

Physicians and her circle of fans smiled benevolently at such an 
obvi~us impossibility. Nevertheless;. the trem~ndous will of tbe young 
girl defeated not only the sceptical ones but, besides Gizi Farkas, every 
Hungarian top player. This year, in two successive national competi­
tions" she has twice defeated each of her adversaries, including the well­
known internationals Rozsi Karpati, Ilona Kiraly, Loretta Gyorgy and 
the new.hope, Edit .Sagi, and proved beyond all doubt that she is at this 
m<tment-after Gizi Farkas-the best Hungarian woman player, possess­
ing a complete all-round game and an extraordinary accu~acy. 

There is an additionally happy ending to this true story, for she is 
now enjoying her honeymoon, and in the times when she is not playing 
I suspect she conceals the niarks of the scars on her neck-with the arms 
of Mr. Hubby. 

Ferenc' Gyorgy' 

NORTII • EAST ENGLAND OPEN BUCKS OPEN 
Scarborough, 14th April	 Slough, 6th April 

M.S. J. LEACH bt. B. Kennedy 13, -11, U. M.S. ,J. LJ~AClI be M. ~rhorIlhill u, 2~, 1ti. 
14.	 W.S. M.iss J. WINN bt. .Miss J. Roberts l~, 

W.S. :Miss R. ROWE bt. Miss D. Rowe 21. 11. 
20.	 M.D. J. LEACH/M. THORNHILL bt. K. 

M.D. K. CRAIGIE/J. LEACH bt. R. Allcock/ Craigie/H. Venner 8, 4. 
B. Casofsky 17. 12. W.O. M. FRANKS/J. ROBERTS bt. M. 

W.O.	 D. & R. ROWE bt. C. K. Best/P. Cherry / J. Winn 21, -19, 19. 
Heppell 15. 13. X.D. K. CRAIGIFJ/J. ROBERTS bt. D. 

X.D. J. I']~ACH/D. ROWE bt. B. Kennedy / Miller / ~I. Franks 12, 10. 
R. Rowe 14, 17.	 B.S. I. JONES bt. M. Sllgarhood 22, 20. 
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The Satoh Racket
 
An Authoritative and Complete Review on the 'Sponge' Bat
 

By IVOR MONTAGU
 
Presic;lent of the' International Table Tennis Federation and Chairman English Table Tennis Association 

THE, ·SATOH RACKET 

THE decisive victory of H. Satoh1 

. . in the World Championship 
Men's Singles using a soft rubber 

racket has let to an agitated propa­
ganda against this type of play, and 
the rule which makes it possible. 

Most of this agitation derives from 
panic or ~ensationalism on .the part of 
the ill-informed. A review of the 
facts should be helpful. 

1. Satoh's racket surface is made of 
soft, spongy, aerated rubber about 
5/161h inch in thickness. For half 
its thickness it is embedded into the 
surface of its square wood, blade, as a 
picture in a frame. The rubber, like 
soft india rubber, is very easily 
abraded or broken, and to prevent its 
abrasion by shaking during carriage, 
Satoh keeps it in a soft-lined box, as 
the ordinary racket is kept in a canvas 
cover. 

The effect of the soft rubber is : ­
(a )	 To impart an unfamiliar degree 

of spin (Le., the degree cannot 
be foreseen by the opponent on 
the Qasis of the .arm movement 
he see~, interpreted in the light 
of his experience of the ordin­
ary racket). 

(b)	 To impart an unfamiliar speed 
(Le., the margin of speed be­
tween a "floater" returned 
wiJh a stop-motion of the hand, 
and a springy plain hit or half­
voHey return of the opponent's 
hit, is surprising to those not 
familiar with the style). 

(c)	 To heighten the surprise in 
speed and· direction of hit by 
the lack of sound in the stroke. 

2. Law 4 of Table Tennis (" The 
racket may be of aay material, size, 
shape or weight ...") is not an ex­
ceptional quirk or mistake on the part 
of the founding fathers. 

It is part of the genius and history 
of the family of games to which Table 
Tennis belongs. The size of a cricket 
bat is limited-true-for obvious rea­
sons connected with its function and 
the size of the wicket. But there is 
no rule defining or C limiting the racket 
in any way whatever in Tennis, Lawn 
Tennis, Rackets, Squash Rackets or 
Badminton. 

Tennis started with the bare hand, 
then covered with leather, then with" 
strings stretched across the palm, then 
wood, then a short-handled racket. 
Lawn Tennis has seen metal frames, 
wire-string fames, large rackets, round 
rackets-all at Wimbledon. Besides, 
the Satoh-type racket, Table Tennis 
has seen wood, vellum, sandpaper, gut, 
wire, as well as the nowadays ordinary ,­
pimple-studded thin, hard rubger, and 
all sizes. It is well to remember that 
so late as 1926 devotees of wood were 
demanding the banning of the las~-. 
named surface on the ground that It . 
" spoiled the game ". 

Long before the victory of Satoh 
started the bee buzzing in other heads, 
but too late for formal consideration 
at the I.T.T.F. C.ongress. in Bombay, 
the Japan T.T.A. proposed adoption 
of a standard definition and limitation 
of the racket. Asked why, its spokes­
man replied that such a definition­
preserving either, hard rubber or soft 
rubber-seemed logical. Before decid­
ing on it as necessary, it might be 
well to reflect that the co-existence 
of hard and soft rubber in Japan 
seems to have affected neither the 
popularity of the game ther~, (wi~h 
250,000 registered p~ayers), nor ~ts 
skill, spectacular quahty or enterpnse 
(witness Fujii, Hayashi, N arahara and 
Nishimura) . 

3. Soft rubber of the Satoh type, 
and the Satoh-type game, are no 
novelties. 

NOT E S 
t	 ~atolt·s scores: v. Koczian 19.17, 14; Hoothoft 1.9, 15. 19; Sido -19,20,4. 13: R(lnnnamJ 

-. 1.0 l~' J5' Leach -18 10 13' Amouretti 5, 8; Heisman -18, 12. 15. 12; Lallskoy
lj' io; i'ra;l'V.L. '8. 5; 12;'dafei~ to. 14. 9; BJ'aun 6. 20; rL'l.lRP 14, 15; ~ayant 16, 7; 

jDe~ -2{): 13, 17; Lim 'r.v. 14, '6; Majboor 10, 3; Sherif 17. 13; GonzalYc8 a. 11; hamos 
-16. 15, 23. 

~ The second bespec~~cled ~rorld champion. Kolar was the first. 

3	 And that. Simons. in excellent· form as his wins over Hayashi ,and 1!ujii. t{'st!fi~d .. famfliar ,y!th 
Dawes' game through being the latt~r's team. mate. an.d hImself possesslllg Just the fl~ht 
game for the purpose-low chop and 'sudden hIt-was dIsabled. 

4	 Most experienced players do -a great deal of unconscious anticipation (as do .car-drivers. 
Cyc!-istE;" etc.). It was noteworthy that the defenders who rely most on eXP~flence (e.g.. 
Bergmann) mostly did worse against the Japanese (hard or s~ft) than OJ~e h~e Roo!h~ft. 
who relies more on agility. The penholder grip doubles the d!ffi~ulty ,of dlfectlOn antIcIPa­
tion for them. Certainly, It has its own weaknesses. but. thIS IS another story, 

To hear some people talk,' o~e 
would suppose they did not remember 
that last year in Vienna Fritsch of 
Austria, using sPQllge r,ubber, beat a 
succession of the world s top players 
and that this year he was ranked' in 
the world's first ten. 

One would suppose also that Eng­
lish fans had forgotten Charlie Dawes 
of Btistol, who, not long ago, beat 
three internationals in sucession at the 
English Championships, using soft 
rubber. And more recently still nearly 
won the Wilmott Cup for his side. 

It is a curious reflection on the care 
with which the E.T.T.A. official maga­
zine is read, that not one of the Eng­
lish team, astonish~d at Satoh, ap­
peared to have taken in the interview 
wherein, only a few months ago, our 
respected Vice-President, P. E. War­
den, now 81, gave it as. his opinion 
that his style, reborn to-day, would 
confound the moderns. P. E. War­
den's racket was home-made, of 
pimple':'studded rubber with a layer .of 
thick velvet pasted between the surface 
and the wood. He started with it in 
1900-1904, and already elderly in 
1926, was then still pushing around 
to the limit the first of the moderns 
with exactly Satoh - type defence, 
namely, persistent floating spinners, 
but without the lethal Satoh-surprise 
hits. 

G. W. Decker long used cotton 
wool or sponge rubber padding. So 
did I, for over 20 years. We had a 
theory that the soft impact facilitates 
play for short-sighted people. (Satoh, 
by the way, is bespectacled.2) 

Sponge rubber is used by con~.~m­
porary players. in France as well as 
Austria and England~ Nishimura used 
it in Bombay for continuous hitting. 
In this type of -game, it seemed to give 
her no noticeable advantage in com­
parison with her team-mate Narahara 
(0 r dina r y hard pimple-rubber). 
Neither of these two was good enough 
to troubl~ the first-class chop defenqes 
of Rozean!1, Farkas, Pritzi, Elliot­
though either, by a heavy top-spin 
attack Haydon-style", could kQ~ the 
twins off attack on to defenc~ (just. as 
Wertl does, with orthodox racket), 
making them vulnerable. 

Satoh's victo'ry was 'not' due to his 
racket but to his skill and cleverness 
in exploiting its potentialities~ 

4. Some people say that, because 
Satoh is not the top player in his own 



country (he is ranked No.5) he ,i~ a 
lucky wint;Jer and not a 'worthy dlam­
pion. 

This is poor logic and poor history. 
World titles, and not only at Table 
Tennis, are repeatedly and worthily 
won by players who rise to chance and 
the occasion. (Indeed, in Table 
Tennis history only Barna' can be said 
to have made the Men's Singles a 
foregone conclusion.) Perry's title 
was the first tournament he ever won; 
he then ranked England's No. 3 and 
he lost that year in nine English Open 
Tournament finals. Kolar was 'cer­
tainly not the best Czechoslovak in his 
year. Could Leach, but for his Stock­
holm victory, have been ranked that 
year above Bergmann? Only two 
years ago the Hungarian No.3 nearly 
took the title. What about such as 
Petra and Falkenburg at Wimbledon? 
Or Savitt, who did not even make his 
country's Davis Cup Challenge Round 
team? Or the F.A. Cup? 

The Champion is better on the d'ay. 
More cannot be asked of him. 

5. It is suggested that the way in 
which Satoh won his matches spoiled 
the game for the spectators. This is 
silly. The denigrators, their attention 
drawn to the obvious excitement of 
the spectators and delight in his 
rnatches, insisted that this was only 
due to novelty, that if his play be­
came general crowds would melt away, 
etc,. This is a speculation based on a 
speculation. Anyone can get a Satoh 
racket, but how many can play with 
it as well as Satoh ? 

They argued that it gave an "un­
fair" advantage which spoiled the 
game and must, therefore, be barred, 
as finger-spin service was barred. The 
analogy is false. A player who per­
fected finger - spin could win the 
majority of services by a wide margin, 
and so the match, without necessarily 
possessing any special skill at Table 
Tennis (e.g., with his racket). A 
player cannot be outstanding with a 
soft racket unless he is outstandingly 
intelligent and skilful as an all-round 
executant. 

They argued that Satoh's method of 
"blanketting" his opponent - swath­
ing him, as it were, in a large, soft 
pillow-case - is unbeautiful and un­
spectacular. 

It is true that two hitters came to 
grief against Satoh-Sido and Reis­
man. The former in particular after 
he seemed to have solved the pUZZle 
and had the game well-won. But 
Reisman has lost this year to Ehrlich, 
Roothoft; Amouretti and even Freun­
dorfer. And how many times have 
we not see 'Sido collapse similarly 
against orthodox defenders-and for 
the same reason, an attack of: nerves 
and retreat into his shell (a half and 
half game, neither defence nor 
attack) ? 

THE SATon RACKET 
by lyon MONTAGU 

But the main exclamations were 
evoked by Satoh's thoroughness in 
dealing with world-renowned players 
who tried to push him-Bergmann, 
Leach, Amouretti and Roothoft. Is 
it any crime to puncture reputations? 
These are all, players with attacks too 
weak to overcome each other's defences. 
They have been ruling the roost in 
these days when the young geniuses 
are all too nervous to keep it up for 
21 points against them, but when they 
meet each other (or 'Haguenauer, Soos, 
Ehrlich) the crowd settles down for 
five games of all-in wrestling with a 
few rewarding high-spots. 

Satoh very competently floated back 
their efforts at attack, and when they 
tried to play steady, lulled them to 
sleep with ultra-gentleness and then 
suddenly punched them as full of 
holes as a cheese. How anybody un­
biassed (or indeed anyone except the 
victims) could honestly say this was 
not fascinating, skilful, and about ten 
times as exciting as any of the said 
victims' wrestling matches with each 
other has me beat. 

6. Satoh is not in the least un­
beatable. There are said to be about 
50 soft racket players among Japan's 
quarter-million. They don't carry off 
~he Championships, and s eve r a 1 
Japanese beat Satoh regularly. Play­
ing in Hong Kong on their way to 
Bombay, the Japanese team saw Satoh 
beaten there. The Hong Kongers say 
about 30 of their players, too, play 
with natural, raw rubber. They are 
used to its effects, and have no fear 
of Satoh. It seems that in both Japan 
and Hong Kong he is beaten chiefly 
by hitting (but hitting with heart). 

If Satoh is to be thought of as in 
any sense lucky, it is that he did not 
have to meet anyone who knew his 
game before Bombay or anyone twice 
at Bombay.3 (Familiarity is certainly 
a part of the battle. At Vienna, 
Fritsch went down easily in the singles 
to a player whom he had beaten in 
the team matches but who had had 
time to think him out. And, even in 
the year when Dawes was knocking 
down English internationals like nine­
pins in the English Open, he failed 
to win the Veteran event. The old 
'uns are not so dumb.) And also in 
that the Czechoslovaks were absent, 
for they are all hitters. He can be 
hustled, and a weakness of soft rubber 
is that it does not return hits' so low 
and fizzing and unputawayably as 
hard rubber. 

It was extremely significant that he 
had no answer whatever to Koczian's 
steady play, interspersed with sudden 
accurate forehands on his own ac­

count, until Koczian lost his head and 
his grip and, to an intents and pur­
poses, threw the match away. 

That, indeed, was the way most 
players lost to him. Vnable to antici­
pate by the usual signs ( arm move­
ment, sound, etc.) 4 the only way they 
could cope was by watching each ball 
separately- with super-conc~ntration on 
to their own rackets. Winning this 
way a big lead, or even the first game, 
they would relax an instant, either 
from oV.er-confidence, or by exhaustion 
reaction. In"what seemed -a terrifying 
short space of time their h;1rd.won 
lead would have disappear~d, either 
from themselves sliding unwatched 
balls in the net or off the table, or 
from Satoh hitting past them balls 
they had slid too high. Tqen they 
panicked and the 'game 'was over. 

Note, please, all the world, how 
much difficulty Satoh had in beating 
De and Ramos, by no means class 
Indian and Portuguese players, before 
these knew he was any good-com­
pared to the surrenders of the cham­
ions in mortal panic after Bergmann 
and Leach had shown the way to 
ruin. 

7. To' sum up: 
There is no reason whatever for 

desperation measures. 
The "all-in" attitude to rackets is 

not accidental in Table Tennis" but 
part of the ttadition common to, itself 
and its cousins, contributing' much in 
the past to its variety 'and develop­
ment. 

Neither Satoh's racket nor his style 
is new, only the skill with which these 
are employed. 

So far at least his victories have 
been fascinating and exciting to the 
spectator. 

There is no reason to suppose he 
cannot. be beaten, and indeed much 
available data confirming that he can. 

It is possible that his method em­
bodies a mastery of the steady defen­
sive players Who have reigned so long 
in the west. If so, and if this pro':' 
duces in other countries a new cycle of 
hard and enterprising hitters: with guts 
(like his own compatriots) with the 
ambition to beat him and his like­
where's the harm ? 

Fifty years ago, and again thirty 
years ago, the so-called modern ortho­
dox style and racket mastered ,in the 
west and generally effaced the pen­
holder and the sponge. Let the 
youngsters of to-day learn and repeat 
the feat of their fathers. Table Tennis 
will be livened and freshened by, the 
task. 

L~t Satoh be champion until some­
one IS good enough to beat him. 

For heaven's sake don't let's be like 
those politicians of whom' it is said 
that, when they lose, they change the 
rules. 

Ivor Montagu 
March 15th, 1952. 
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GRADING CHANGES
 
Changes taking effect after the THIRD PERIOD (16th December to 

27t\1 January). 

PROMOTIONS 
MEN	 WOMEN 

From ,Group C'to Group B From Groupi D to Group C 
B. Merrett (Glos.)	 Miss B. Milbank (Essex) 

'. A. Rhodes (Middx.) From Ungraded to Group D 
From Group ,D to Group C Miss D. Ellis (Middx.) 

R. Thompson. (Yorks.) Miss E. Pomroy (Glos.) 
F ...om Ungtade4_ to Group D Mrs. A. Taylor (Yorks.) 

S. Dyson (Yorks.) 
C. Seaman. (Sussex) 
E. Thompson (Kent) 

RELEGATIONS 

North-West Kent Open
 
Barnehurst, Finals 26th April, 1952 

Although clashing with the E.T.T.A. 
Jubilee Celebrations, there was quite a 
good entry for this tournament, a~d 
several good performances were WIt­
nessed. 

Jean Winn continued her advance 
and was a more than comfortable 
winner, of the ladies' singles:; whilst the 
new mixed combination of Paul Brook 
and Pat Mortimer did splendidly on 
their way to the final to beat such 
pairs as Ron Crayden and Jean Winn 
(15, -21, 27) and Len Adams and 
Pinkie Barnes, and rounded these per­
formances off with a convincing finals 
win over Ken Craigie and Joyce 
Roberts. 

RESULTS 

M.S. B. Brumwell bt. J. JIf>ad 1[). 1:1. n. 
Crayden bt. D. Burridge 11, H). 

CRAYDF.N bt. Rrnmwell -20. 17. II. 
14. 

W.S. J. Winn bt. P. Allen 13. 17. .J. 
Roberts bt. L. Barner;;. 

,J. WINN bt.•1. Roberts 10, 14. 

M.D.	 K. CRAIGIE/R. CRAYDEN bt. n. 
Miller/R. Dutru 16, 13. 

X.D.	 P. BROOK/P. MORrrIMBR bt. Crajgjp 
Roberts 12, 18. 

W.D••J. ROBERTS/D. BPOONER ht. r. 
Mortimf>r/P. Baird 19. UL 

From Group A to Group B 
B. Crouch '(Middx.) 
S. Jones (Glam.) 
W. Sweetland (Glam.) 

From Group C 'to Group D 
K. Hurlock (Surrey) 
D. Lowen (Middx.) 
D. MerryWeather (Lines.) 
S. Rosenberg (Yorks.) 

From Group D to Ungraded 
R. Bolton (Notts.) 
J. Burraston (Leics.) 
R. Gregory (Surrey) 
R. Heslop (Northumb) 
C. Pickett (Glos.) 
N~_ Timmins (Leics.) 
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From Group A to Group B 
Miss J. Roberts (Surrey) 

From Group B to Group C 
Miss L. Barnes (Surrey) 
Mrs. M. Cumberbatch (Warw.) 
Mrs. E. Carrington (Surrey) 

From Group C to Group D 
Miss W. Dakin (Essex) 
Miss M. Lightfoot (Yorks.) 

(Advertisement) 

COACHING CLASSES . 
Geoff Harrower (E.T.T.A. Senior Coach) 

announces that he has a few vacancies in his 
advanced and intermediate coaching classes 
to be run during dune, duly and August. 
Enquiries to (and coaching at) :-68, Glouces­
ter Road, New Barnet, Herts. 

THE
 
TABLE TENNIS­


ANNUAL
 
* * * 

Edited and Compiled by 

GEO'FF HARROWER 

for the * * * 
ENGLISH TABLE TENNIS ASSOCIATION 

AN OFFICIAL PUBLICATION 

* * * 
160 Large Pages (8!''' x 5i") 
READY SEPTEMBER, 1952 

ONLY 2/6d. 

.* * * 
A BOOK YOU CANNOT DO WITHOUT 

* * *- ,'. 
Orders and enquiries to G. R. Hart-ower, 

68, Gloucester Road, New Barnet, Hetts. 



SECOND- DIVISION SOtlTH' SOUTHERN DIVISIONNational County 
MEN 

P. W. L. %	 P. W. L. %Championships Cruwys ... 6 100.0	 

MEN 

P. (Glos.)· 6 0 C. Seaman (Sussex) 10 10 0 100.0 
D, Burridge (Middx. ) 8 7 1 87.5 S. Moore (Sussex) 12 10 2 83.3 
J. Head (Surrey.) 8 7 1 87.5 R. Etheridge (Kent) 12 9 3 75.0 

By GEOFF HARROWER J. Lowe (Middx. ) . 8 7 1 87.5 L. Muller (Hants.) 12 9 3 75.0 
A. Miller (Surrey) .. 8 7 1 87.5 B. Fretwell (Sussex) 8 5 3 62.5 
A. Rhodes (Middx. ) . 6 5 1 83.3 J. Shead (Sussex) ... 6 3 3 50.0 
L. Adams (Middx.) . 10 7 3 70.0 L. Wise (Berks.) 12 5 7 41.6 
R. l.urner~ (-Surrey) 1·0 7 :3 70.0 K. }~g'ginton (Berks.) 10 3 7 30.0 
J. Cornwell (Camps. ) 12 8 4 66.6 L. Plant (Kent) 10 a 7 30.0 
L. Sawyer' (Essex), ... 12 6 6 50.0 }i'. Bradley (Hants.) 8 2 6 25.0Although Warwickshire were drawn 
,J. rrhurston (Cambs. ) ] 2 6 t) 50.0 D. Drivel' (Kent) 8 2 6 25.0at ,home, Glamorgan won the play-off C. Pickett (Glos.) . 10 5 50.0 P. Morecroft (Berks.) 8 J 7 12.G 

by 6-3, -and retained their status in the W. Hall (l~ssex) . 8 4 4 50.'0 
n. Haydon (Glos. ) . 6 8 3 50.0 WOMENPremier Division, whilst Warwickshire K: Hurlock (Surrey) 6 3 3 50.0 accompany Lancashire to the 2nd C. Crowe (Beds.) 12 5 7 41.6 Mrs. J. Beadle (Kent) 6 5 83.3 

Miss D. Briggs (Sussex) 4 3 75.0Divisions.	 A. Nuttall (Devon) 12 5 7 41.6 Mrs. G. Horn (Hants.) 6 4 2 66.6 
Miss L. Beaver (Berks.) 3 0 00.0

A. Payne (Essex) 12 5 7 41.6 
A. Squire (Devon) 12 3 9 25.0
PLAYERSt AVERAGES R. Wood (Gl08.) ... 8 2 6 25.0
 
D. Ironmonger (Beds.) 12 2 10 16.6 
M. Leach (Glos.) ... 6 1 5 16.6 EASTERN DIVISIONPREMIER DIVISION J. Coteman (Cambs.) 12 1 11 8.3
 

MEN D. Randall (Beds.) ... 12 1 11 8.3 MEN
 
P. W. L. % E. Filby (Norfolk) 10 9 1 90.0J. Leach (Essex) 12 12 0 100.0 WOMEN L. Thompson (Bucks. ) 10 8 2 80.0A. Simons (Gl08. ) 6 5 1 83.3 C. Wilson (Bucks.) 10 8 2 80.0H. Venner (Surrey) 14 11 3 78.5 Miss J. Winn (Surrey) 5 5 0 100.0 J. Edwards (Herts.) 8 6 2 75.0G. Barna (Middx.) 12 8 4 66.6 Miss Y. Seaman (Middx.) 6 4 2 66.6 A. Nickels (Suffolk) 10 7 3 70.0B. Kennedy (Yorks.) J2 8 4 66.6 Miss Y. Baker (Essex) 5 3 2 60.0 W. Minol's (Norfolk) 6 4 2 66.6R. Baker (Lanes.) 6 4 2 66.6 Mrs. B. Carter (Beds.) () 3 3 50.0 :11". Richens (Bucks.) 6 4 2 66.6B. Brumwell (l~ssex) 14 9 5 64.3 Miss P. Inglis (Cambs.) 6 2 4 33.3 J. Pearson (Suffolk) 10 6 4 60.0B. Merrett (Glos.) ... 14 9 5 64.3 Mrs. B. Bonner (Devon) 3 1 2 33.3 G. Bebb (Herts.) . 8 4 4 50.0n,. Crayden (Surrey) 12 7 5 58.3 R.· Nunn .(Cambs.) . 8 4 4 5e.OK. Stanley (Lanes. ) 12 7 5 58.3 J. Robertson (Herts.) 10 4 6 40.0K. Craigie (Surrey) 14 8 6 57.1 I. Barnett (Beds. ) ... 8 3 5 37.5M. Thornhill Middx.) 14 8 6 57.1 W. Tildsley (Beds. ) 6 2 4 33.3R. Griffin (Glos. ) 14 7 7 50.0 MIDLAND DIVISION P. Holroyd (Beds.) . 10 3 7 30.0R. Hinchliff (Yorks.) t 4 7 7 50.0 E. Mills (Cambs. ) . 8 2 6 25.0R. _.Allcock (Lanes.) . 12 6 6 50.0	 MEN R. Purnell (Suffolk) 8 2 6 25.0W. McCave"JEssex) . 14 6 8 42.8 T. Gawthrope (Cambs. ) 6 1 5 16.6W. Sweetland (Glam.) 14 6 8 42.8 S. Higginson' (Warw.) 6 5 1 83.3 C. Whittaker (Norfolk) 6, 1 5 16.6J. Davies (Glam.) ... 12 5 7 41.6 N. Timmins (Leics~) 8 6 2 75.0 

R. Mackay (WaTw.) 12 5 7 41.6 C. Crane CNotts. ) . 10 7 3 70.0 WOMEN-R,. Thompson (Yo'rks.) 10 4. 6 40.0 J. Rogers (Leics.) . 6 4 2 66.6 
E'. Mohtadi ('Varw.) ~., 3 5 37..5' R. Murrell (Warw.-) .. 8 5 3 62.5 Miss V. Martin (Suffolk) ... 5 5 0 100.0 
B.' Casofsky : (Lanes.) 12 4 8 33.3 V. Slimm, (Staffs.): . 8 5 3 62.5. Miss B. Sadler (Norfolk) 4 4 0 100.0 
M. Jones (Glam.) 6 2 '4 33.3 D. Walker (Derby)l .. 10 6 4 60.0 Miss D. Emdin (Herts. ) . 3 2 1 6:6.6· 
M. Kriss (Warw.) 10 3 7 30.0 A. Hiscock (Staffs.) 10 5 5 50.0 Miss ,J. Williams (Bucks. ) . 5 2 :J 60.0 
P. Cruwyg (Gl08.) .. 6 1 5' l6.6 B. Rawlings (Staffs.) 6 3 3 50.0 Mrs. E. Aldridge (Beds.) 5 1 4 20.0 
K. Ghosh (,,-rarw.) . 8 0 8 00.0 J. Burraston (Leics.) 10 4 6 40.0 

W. Knight (Northants.) 10 4 6 40.0­
P. Southam (Leics.)WOMEN	 6 2 4 33.3 JUNIOR DIVISION
E. Tranter (Derby.) ... 6 2 4 33.3Miss B. Gray (Glam.) 4 3 1 75.0 D. Bosworth (Northants.) 10 3 7 30.0 BOYSMrs. M. Cumberbatch (Warw) 7 5 2 71.4 R. Woollacott (Notts.) 10 3 7 30.0Miss M. Franks (Essex) 6 4 2 66.6 H. Tomlinson (Derby.) 8 2 6 25.0 W. England (NottlS.) 14 14 0,100.0

Miss D. Rowe (Middx.) 6 4 2 66.6 A. Danton (Kent) . 
Miss A. Bates (Glam.) 3 2 1 66.6 

F. Moody (Derby.) 6 1 5 16.6	 14 12 2 85.7 
A. Porsz (Northants.) 8 L 7 12.5 H. Buist (Kent) . 12 10 2 83.3

Miss J. Roberts (Surrey) 3 2 1 66.6	 S. Wickelholz (Middx.) 10 8 2 80.0
Miss C. Best (Yorks.) 6 2 4 33.3 D. Eagles (Kent) .. 14 11 3 78.5
Miss M. Fry (Glos.) 6 2 4 33.3 WOMEN I. Jones (Middx.) .. 14 11 3 78.5
Mrs. E. Carrington (Surrey) 3 1 2 33.3	 A. Smith (Herts.) . 12 9 3 75.0
Miss A. 'Vood (Lanes.) 6 1 5 16.6 Miss E. Steventon (Notts.) . 5 5 0 '100.0 R. Seaman (Middx:) 8 6 2 75.0Miss P. Mortimer (Warw.) . 5 4 1 80.0 C. Darts (Essex) ... 14 10 4 71.4Miss J. Walker (Derby.) . 5 3 2 60.0 R. Dorking (Essex) 12 8 4 66.6Miss J. Perry (Leics.) 3 1 2 33.3 C. Campbell (Essex) 14 9 5 64.3SECOND DIVISION NORTH	 M.rs. M. Warner (Staffs.) 3 1 33.3 T. Densham (Surrey) 12 7 5 58.3Mrs. V. Grubb (Northants.) 3 0 00.0 J. McMillan (Notts.) 14 7 7 50.0MEN J. Miller (Cambs. ) . 14 6 8 42.8 
P. Skerratt (Lines.) 10 10 0 100.0	 B. Boyce (Herts. ) . 10 4 6 40.0 
C. Booth (Lanes. ) . 8 7 1 87.5	 V. Rappaport (Middx.) 10 4 6 40.0 
R. Baker (Lanes.) . 6 5 1 83.3 NORTHERN DIVISION F. Badder (Notts.) . 14 5 9 35.7 
A. Hall (Lines. ) . 10 8 2 80.0	 D. Rhodes (Surrey) .. 6 2 4 33.3 n. Sugden (Yorks.) .. 6 4 2 66.6	 MEN B. Phillips (Beds.) . 14 4 10 28.5 
D. Merryweather (Lines.) 10 6 4 60.0	 C. Reeve (Cambs. ) 14 4 10 28.5 
C. Parry (Ches. ) 10 5 5 50.0 B. Milner (Yorks.) ,6 5 1 83.3 B. Barr (Herts.) 8 2 6 25.0 
K. Park (Yorks.) 8 4 4 50.0 R. Bell (Northumb.) 10 8 2 80.0 E. Basterfield (Beds.) 8 2 6 25.0 
'V. Devine (Ches.) 10 4 6 40.0 V. Piscikas (Durham) 8 6 2 75.0 1.\ Gawthrope (Cambs.) 14 3 11 21.4 
J. Hillyer (Northumb.) 10 4 6 40.0 F. Forrest (Yorks.) 6 4 2 66.6 R. Gill (Beds.) . 14 3 11 21.4 
A. Holland (Lanes.) 10 4 6 40.0 K. Smith (Northumb.) 10 5 5 50.0 J. Vincent (Surrey) . 14 3 11 21.4 
D. Heaps (Ches.) 6 2 4 33.3 L. Tolchard (Durham) 10 5 5 50.0 B. Cartwright (Herts.) 6 1 5 1;6.6:
R. Heslop (Northumb.) 10 3 7 30.0 F. Downey (Climb. ) 8 3 5 37.5 D. Caulder (Surrey) 8 1 7 12.5 
N. Roberts (Durham) 10 3 7 30.0 E. Reay (Durham) 8 3 5 37.5 A. Northcott (Herts.) 6 0 6 pO.O
,J. Hewitt (Northumb.) 10 2 8 20.0 L. Kertzman (Northumb.) 6 2 4 33.3 
D. Gillon (Durham) 6 1 5 16.6 A. Brady (Cumb.) . 10 2 8 20.0 GIRLSrr. Jeal (Durham) ... 8 1 7 12.5 D. - Miller (Cumb.) . 6 0 6 00.0 

Miss D. Spooner (Middx.) 7 7 0 100.0WOMEN WOMEN Miss J. Rook (Surrey) 6 5 1 83.3 
Miss A. Jones (Ches.) 3 0 100.0 Miss J. Page (Essex) 7 4 3 57.1 
Miss D. Smith (Northumb.) 4 1 80.0 Miss P. Heppell (Nort4umb.) 5 4 1 80.0 Miss J. White (Kent) 7 4 3 57.1 
Miss J. Bycroft (Yorks.) ... 3 1 75.0 Mrs. M. Jameson (Yorks.) . 5 4 L 80.0 Miss P. Inglis (Cambs.) ... £ 6 3 3 50.0 
Miss J. Titterington (Lanes.) 1 2 33.3 Miss B. Adams (Cumb. ) . 3 1 2 33.3 Miss M. Howell (Beds.) 3 1 2 33.3 
Miss D. Munnings (Lines.) ... 1 3 25.0 Miss J. Metcalf (Durham) 3 0 3 00.0 Miss K. Pearson (Notts.) 7 2 5 28.5 
Miss G. Wandless (Durham) o 4 00,0 Mrs. D. Wilkinson (Durham) 3 0 3 00.0 Miss 1\1. Cobb (Herts.) 3 0 3 00.0 
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Wembley: Credit to Bill Eng­
land for taking a game off Rene 
Roothoft ... Nottingham's Colin 
Crane last seen on finals night dis­
appearing via East Exit in general 
direction of Stockholm-could the 
very attractive Signhild Tegner be 

BREVITIES
 
responsible? ... In West of Eng­
land, Norman Wilding fulfilled 
promise by beating Bryan Merrett 
2-0 and David House 2-1 ... Top 
marks for Kent Junior Open. 
Everything well-nigh perfect and 
an example for some full-scale 

British La'wn Tennis & Squash has 
this year introduced a youth page on 
the lines of Spotlight. It is edited by 
17-year-old Bobby Wilson, one of our 
leading tennis juniors, and is en­
titled "Junior Point of View". Here's 
wishing the venture every success. 

opens ... Since joining the R.A.F., 
Derek Burridge has played regu­
larly for Middlesex Irs and 
Bomber Command team. Last 
month flew to Germany for 4-day 
tour; other players accompanying 
were Peter Smith (Essex) and 
John Cornwell (Cambs.). 

.Mtbblesex 3-untor 1Re"tew
 

L. to R.: D. Spooner, V. Rappaport, J. BoUrill, I. Jones, 
B. Spooner, S. Wickelholz 

IYOR JON ES, 17, completes his junior career in possession of a 
Junior .. cap" and two Open titles won from nine appearances in 
J .S. finals. Started playing three years ago in Ashford, has an 
attractive all-round game which suffers somewhat from fluctuating 
confidence. Also plays cricket and football. Favourite star: 
Amouretti. 

SIGMUND WICKELHOLZ, 17-year-old Austrian, holds tlw South 
London Open .J .S. and has played for M-iddlesex in two season~. 
Plays neat and intelligent all-round table tennis, with a prpferpnc(' 
for attack. 

BOBBY SEAMON, 16, othprwise known as "Rrumas,·· followed 
brothN Teddy into the county team this season and hopes to stay 
therp for the next one. In public he is a left-handed forehand 
hitter but secretly practises long-range defence ! 

VICTOR RAPPAPORT, 17, is a student of the American school 
and adopts Martin Reisman as his favourite star. .Employs a 
rather erratic short-swing forehand hit and a genprally "jumpy" 
type of game. 

DOREEN SPOONER occupied an entire column in last month's isslw 
and Spotlight - which can only, at the best of times, offer a 
humble pa ragraph-refers yon to tha t. 

BERYL SPOONER, 14, has three more seasons as a junior and 
hopes to bring a second junior "cap" to the Rpooner householrl. )Ins 
a left-hanrlerl attaeking game. Favoll rite star: Harangozo. 

JUNE BOTTRILL, 15, still at school. Al!'lo left-handed and 
snecialises in half-volley play. In her first season fnr Middle!'lpx 
and has two more as a junior. 

RUTH CONNELL, 15, has a quiet disposition whieh belies her all­
hitting game. Made the team for the first time this season, and 
has two more to keep her place. 
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tberts 3-unfor
 

L. to R.: A. Northcott, J. Stark, B. Barr, M. Cobb, A. Smith 

ALAN SMITH, 17, No. 1, has plaYPd for 4 seasons-thp last 3 in 
the county team. Has a tactical attacking game. Ambition is 
to play in any event on a Wembley finals night. R.ecently won th£' 
.LR. at the West Middlesex Open. Favourite star is Dick Milps. 

BRIAN BARR, 15, has two more junior seasons-this is his first 
for the county. Plays a vigorous hitting and countpring' g':unp. 
Doesn't like chisellers. Favourite star is Victor Barna. 

BRYAN BOYCE, 16, has played for two years; ambition is to play 
in the Herts. senior team. Plays the same sort of game as Brian 
Barr, with a slight defence for good measnre. Dislikes bad 10sPrs. 
Barna is his favourite star too. 

BRIAN CARTWRIGHT, just 15 and still at school. actually 
approves of thp present Rervicf' Rule! Brian's game ... " mosth' 
forehand hit, not mueh of a defence '.. Favourite stC\r--.Johnny 
Leach. 

ALLAN NOR"rHCOTT, 16, llluSt. be the largest junior in tIlP ranks 
and he still has one more season to go. Plays an all-ronnd I:mme, 
favouring attack. Also llLays rngger and crickpt at schooL. Ilis 
star is Bergmann. 

SH.I RLEY BOARDER, 16, has been playing for just on a year. Has 
a useful all-round game. 'V'ould like to see all nets and ed~Pl'; 
scorf'd as lets. Rtars: The Rowf' Twins. 

MARGAR ET COBB, 16, has one more season to realise her ambition 
to win the Herts. Closed J.S. Defends mainly but attacks when 
there's llienty in hand. Rtars: The Twins again. 

JO STARK, 17,. has completed her first and last spason as a junior. 
Her ambition i!'l nmv to make the Hf'rts. senior team. Plan; a 
Hl:linly deff'mdve galllf', Rtars? ¥ou',"e gllesserl it-The 'r,~"in:,;~ 

RITA REED, 16, and SHIRLEY TWIGG, 16, both started playing 
a year ago at the Water Lane Club in Bishop's Stortford. Both 
defend and want to hit, hoth miss .lohn Hunt while he's in the 
R.A.F. The only difference I can find is that Rita likes Ros. Rowe 
and Shirley likes Di. Fair enough? 



A Net Dis - Cord
 
By R. ST. G. GOOD 

LEADING players in this country 
are viewing with concern the 
growing practice among County 

and Open Tournament Organisers of 
using the wide mesh net and spring 
loaded supports. 

The lower section of this net is not 
clearly defined, mainly due to the fact 
that coupled with the width of the 
tnesh the material is usually coloured 
a dark shade of green which coincides 
with the colour of the table, conse­
quently players find themselves feeling 
for the net "as it were" instead of 
playing confidently to their opponent's 
side of the table. 

The method of supporting the net 
by means of the spring loaded sup­
ports (or posts) which when erected 
draws the top band of the net taut, 
gives the effect of having a steel wire 
or fine steel rod threaded through the 
top band. Here again the confidence 
of the player in the equipment is 
clearly undermined because when the 
ball comes into contact with the top 
of the net it behaves in a most un­
usual manner. 

To illustrate my point, allow me to 
describe an incident which happened 
during the course of a Rally in a 
recent County match where this type 
of equipment was being used. 

A player hit a ball down on to the 
top of the net, the ball leaped fully 
four feet into the air and dropped at 
least six inches behind the base line 
at his opponent's end of the table with­
out touching the table in flight. At 
the same time a curious low whine was 
heard like the noise one would expect 
to hear from a banjo string when 
plucked with a plectron. 

No net should respond in this man­
ner. First-class players need first­
class equipment, but if they are going 
to give of their best they must have 
confidence in the equipment. 

The equipment I have described 
above does not instil confidence in the 
player. It is not my intention to un­
fairly criticise the advisers to the 
makers and distributors of Table 
Tennis equipment, but I do feel it 
would be worth testing the reaction 
of Senior Players to any:proposed new, 
or experimental, equipment before 
issue to the open market for sale. 

R. St. G. Good 

LOOKING back on the 1952 Eng­
lish Open I expect we all have 
our own pet memories, and be­

ing particularly interested in the 
women's events, mine was, without 
doUbt, that long, tense battle between 
TRUDI PRITZl of Austria and our 
English PEGGY FRANKS. Usually 
we speak deprecatingly of time limit 
struggles, dismissing them as tedious, 
boring affairs, but this was a glorious 
victory, a game whi~h will go down in 
the annals of table tennis as Peggy's 
finest hour. 

It proved to be a "cold war" test 
of nerve and stamina and Trudi was 
the first to crack. 

There are many who felt that in 
beating the holder thus, at her own 
game, Peggy morally won the tourna­
ment. At any rate, she merited the 
loudest cheers we heard in Wembley 
restaurant this year! 

* * *
 NOTHER notable achievement 
which seems to have beenA omitted from the official reports 

was DALE WOOD's good win over 
the always difficult Beolet of France. 
One would have expected both Beolet 
and Watel to have progressed further 
in this tournament (Watel lost in 
three straight games to Audrey Bates), 
and in view of the fact that Beolet 
beat both Rowe twins and Kathleen 
Best in the December international, 
Dale's victory must be regarded as a 
welcome return to form. Dale, play­
ing well, can upset the toughest oppo­
sition at tim~s. Don't forget that 
it was she who won a "straight 
games" victory over Ros in the 
Birmingham Open last November, 
only to lose to Margaret Fry in the 
next round! 

* * *
 
WERTL's ea~y slaughter of both 

Rowe twins came as a shock to 
their many admirers. Particu­

larly was much expected of Ros after 
her successes against Farkas and Pritzi 
in Bombay. 

If English Open form is anything 
to go by it looks as though there 
might be a slight reshuffling of the 
world ranking sometime soon! 

A * BATES* really playedUDREY * 
brilliantly against Wert! in the 
semi - final and was unlucky 

to lose. Nevertheless, I do feel, 
and I think she would agree with me, 

ABOUT TOWN 
with 

Peggy Allen 
that she was fortunate in so far as her 
natural game was the one most likely 
to unsettle the Austrian girl. Her half 
volley and quick, backhand hit left 
Wert! very few opportunities to intro­
duce her' cracking forehand shot and 
it is something to remember that 
Audrey won the fourth game 21-8 ! 

WHATEVER* *contrasting* views. 
we may hold regarding players 
and events there can be no 

argument over one aspect of Wembley 
and that is the shatteringly cold atmos­
phere prevailing in that colossal build­
ing. 

More than one competitor, com­
plaining of these conditions, muttered 
that colds and chills were the inevit­
able sequel to the English Open each 
year and I really think that were it 
not a national championship, very few 
players would be willing to enter. 

Earls ,Court has been suggested aSe: a 
warmer alternative. Is it too much 
to hope that its seating capacity a9d 
facilities might be investigated one."'.of 
these days? 

* * *
 
JOYCE ROBERTS gained a triple 

success in the Central London 
Closed Championships which were 

held in the University Union during 
April and her opponent in the singles 
final was newcomer PAM GALL who 
played well to beat Pinkie Barnes in 
the semi-final. Joyce was partnered by 
Sheila Wright-Swatman in the ladies' 
doubles and Jimmy Lowe in the mixed 
event. 

It is heartening to notice that both 
finalists in the men's singles, Jimmy 
Lowe and Derek Burridge, are still in 
their teens and seem to be emerging 
from the" nei,ther one thing nor an­
other" stage which our Junior inter­
nationals have to pass through before 
becoming senior top liners. I have a 
feeling that these two boys, like Dennis 
Miller and Micky Thornhill before 
them, will hit the international head­
lines before long. 

Derek, at present in the R.A.F., is lucky
in being stationed at High Wycombe, thus 
constantly improving his standard with regu­
lar practice in the London area. 

* * *
 
JIMMY LOWE, now pupil teach­

ing, is due to enter Loughborough 
Physical Training ,College in the 

Autumn when, for three years, he will 
be compelled to divide his attention among a 
number of different games. It would be a 
tragedy if his early promise as a table tennis 
player should be shattered by the dissipation
of his energies in becoming an .. all round •• 
sports master. Peggy Allen 
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,Give the "Nearly There" Players a Chance
 
asks A. A. WALL 

I WAS very pleased to read in a 
recent issue of Table Tennis the 
report of an unseeded tournament 

in the South of England, as I have 
a~ways been a strong advocate of this 
type of competition. 

Table Tennis organisations depend 
greatly on the income received during 
the year and to augment this income 
it is necessary to pander a little to the 
public by arranging (as far as 
possible) for an attractive final for any 
major tournament. Tickets are sold 
well in advance and before it is 
possible to know who will be in the 
final mat.ches, but in "seeded" pro­
grammes, one can be sure that the 
four best players will be in the semi­
finals. There is the isolated surprise, 
but even so, that still means the four 
leading performers will be there 
amongst the prizes. 

In the recent Midland Open, no one 
begrudges the wins of Leach and the 
Rowe twil)s, but it must be heart ­
breaking to those who are just not 
quite good enough to look at the draw 
and find that the twins are due to 

meet in the final, even before the 
tournament starts. What a sense of 
satisfaction it would give a number of 
women players to see in the FIRST 
round-D. Rowe v. R. Rowe! ! 

Although usually an "out-first ­
round" player myself, on two glorious 
occasions I had a very good doubles 
partner and experienced the thrill of 
appearing in two finals of unseeded 
tournaments. This was due partly to 
the play of my partner and also to 
the luck that caused most of the better 
pairs to slaughter each other in the 
other half of the draw. Admittedly, 
from a spectator's point of view, one 
of those finals was probably not worth 
watching, nevertheless, it did cause a 
few to say " Well, if HE can get there, 
surely I've a good chance next time ". 
Now, I'm not making that up for the 
sake of illustration, it's true. 

The ideal tournament to my mind is 
that in which each round is drawn 
separately, but, of course, that can 
only be done over a long period. I 
realise that on the day, one has no 
time to deal with each round and time 

counts. I have seen players look at 
the draw and say to themselves, "I 
can beat Brown and Smith all right, 
but look, there's Robinson sure to 
come through in the fourth round, so 
'I've had it'." Still, we can't help 
that, but I would ask that every en­
couragement be given to the "nearly­
there's". There are one or two pot­
hunters in every organisation, we 
know, but we should try to particu­
larly encourage the triers. 

Take, for example, a league where 
there are two outstandin'g Junior 
players. If seeded, it means that 
these two will probably monopolise 
the Junior Singles for possibly two or 
three years. The" nearly there's" 
will not even g,et a chance of appear­
ing in the final and their time is 
limited. 

May I ask, therefore, that more and 
more tournaments drop the seeding 
idea and revert to the proper function 
of a knock-out competition - a free 
drawand sudden death ! 

A. A. Wall 

1()()() I~ TW() 
We sold over this number of SPONGE and CREPE bats in the first two weeks, after announcing they were, available. 

Our aim is SERVICE not only with table tennis but with all sports. Let us help you this summer and be sure 
of satisfaction. 

CRICKET	 Flannels 58/6d. Caps 6/3d. Boots 30/4d., 38/8d. 
All wool County socks ...... 10/,.. Shirts 21/6d., 25/6d. Cable Sweaters 58/6d. 

TENNIS	 The Super Club racket. English frame, Nylon strung 39/6d. 
Tennis shorts 30/'" Men's; 28/3d. Ladies'. Tennis shoes from 16/6d.-38/5d. 
Wiridcheaters £1, 22/9d. All colours and sizes. Shirts 14/6d., 22/6d. 
T vests 7/,.., 8/,.., 9/-, according to size. 

TABLE Official shirts now 22/6d. Utility 13/4d., 14/,.. and 14/8d. Sponge bats 10/"'. 
TENNIS Crepe bats 10/6d. 

Special Offers	 Sleeveless Athletic vests at 3/9d. T.T. Tables on H.P. terms Badges from 3/",. 
Meteor balls 7/6d. doz. Prizes for Athletic meetings (Cup~, plaques. B'ooks at half price). 

ALEC BROOK, Ltd. (International Champion) 

KLIX HOUSE, 85, DU KE STREET. LONDON. W.1 TEL.· MAYFAIR 3113-5775 
(50 yards·from Selfridges and the A'metican Embassy) 

Also at East Street, HORSHAM, SUSSEX. 
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